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evident, are not only deſtiente of the Priaei· 
ples of Kyowledg, but muſt in virtue of ſuch 
their Denial have Principles inconliftent with 
them, and conſiſtent with the greateſt Ab- 


ſurdities. And under that diſtemper d State 
of Mind, it remains only for them to take 


up with ſome diſorder d Fancies of their 
own; or, which is much more common” 
with the Dictates of artificial deſigning Men 


or crack-brain'd Enthuſiaſts: for as none 


elſe preſume to be Guides to others in Mat- 


ters of Speculation, ſo none who think they 
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ought to be guided in thoſe Matters make 


choice of any but ſuch for their Guides. 


And if they ever depart from the Sentiments 


they have once imbib'd, and from being ob- 
ſtinate in one Set of Opinions become obſtinate 


in another; their Change muſt fill be ſoun- 


ded on the ſame Motives, and their Opinions 
be as abſurd as at firſt, . For as Truth will 
never ſerve the Purpoſes of Rua ves, ſo it 


will never ſuit the Underſtandings of Fools; 
and the latter will ever be as well pleasg'd in 


being deceiv'd, as the former in deceiving, | 


It is therefore without the leaſt hopes of 


doing any good, but purely to comply with 


your Requeſt, that I fe this Apology 
for Free-Thinking ; wh a it is one of 
thoſe Subjects too evident to be made plainer, 


and which ought to be admitted on the firſt 


r — ſo all that can be ſaid in its be 
muſt be built on Topicks leſs evident 
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13 ' of others be uſeful to Societ); if the Know- - 
nf led of no Truth be forbidden us by God, 
* or hurtful to us; then we have * 18 
. Hos, or may lawfully know any Truth. 
|: And if we have a right to know any Truth, 

1 we have then a right to think rah, ar 0 
. * our Underſtandzkgs, in endexvonring o 
15 find out the Meaning of any Propoſition what» © © 

6 ſerver, in conſider in 7 Evidence o 

d gainft᷑ it, and in ju of it according to the 

. ſeemin Force or Wed e X's the Evidence: 

a becauſe no Propoſition, before. ſuch. * of 


ths. © - nl Underſtanding, can be known to be true, - 
1 or can be juſtly laid aſide as falſe; Therefore 

a Right to know any Truth wharſbove, in 

Plies a N to think PR "n91 03 who 


. 240. 48 in 1 we * * by 
free Trial, Compariſon, and Experi ience of 
every thing, come to know what is beſt 
and perfect in each Art; ſo in the Sriences, 


Perfection is only to be attain'd 5 Free- 
me, 


\% F 


ILE T Painters be ſo far confio'd. in their 
Art by the Religion of their Country, as to 
have it thought unlawful to paint any liying 
Creature; it is evident the Art in that 
ticular would be narrow'd and reftrain'd, 
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for which Pn and Chrifian Divinity ſur - 
niſh the Peer ws * 400 3 
bold and free Painter ſhould tranſgteſs the 
eſtabliſb A Law of Painting, and venture upon = 
ainting either a God dr Goddeſs, or any, 
Paſſage of the Life of our Bleſſed Sewioar ;. "% 
jothing is more plain than that the firſt. 2 
Draught would be as ſhort of the Ferſection 
of our beſt Pictures, as the Painter himſelf 
muſt be ſhort of our beſt Painters in 
rience. Nay, let free. Painting be allow'd 
Perfection will never be reach'd: in that Art, | 
unleſs ſutable ements. be given to # 
free Painters for what is excellent in us "3 
kind, to the end there may be numbers gr 
Men employ d, Who by Emulation; may . 
' ſtrive to exceed one another in their Perfors. . = 
mances. Thus the Ttalians, by the publick = 
Encouragement given, excel us Brian in = 
Painting (tho free Painting is allow*d in each . 7 
Country) and we in all likelihood for want 2 
of many Hands being employ*d-and encou- 
rag'd, {ball continue for ever in our berbarow 
State, with reſpect to any, tolerable: degree 
of a juſt Taſte, or Ability to perform in 


IN like manner, let Men be reftrain'd e 
from thinking oo any Science or any part f 
a Science, they muſt be ignorant ſo far as b 
the ' Reftraiot goes. And if a few Mn 
take now and then a little liberty, and break 1 
'thro the eſtabliſſd Reſtraint, their I = 2 
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ſect as if all Met weir 


allbw'd and encouragd to think of that 
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88 


matter: but their Progrefs in thinking wo x 


be onl portionatè to that degree of 
Free-Thinking which prevails. Thus Pefdte 
the une 4 Learning, Wien Men 
were ſubje& to the Inipoſitions | 
prodigious Ignoratce prevail'd.” And when 
they began to think, their firft Notions were 
rude and imperfe&, 


of Juſtyeſs they are at preſent. It was by 
dual Progreſs in Thinking, that Men got 
o much Knowledg in Aftronomy, as to Kno 


that the Earth was of ah arbicaler Figare, 


and that it moves about the Sun. It was by 


that means, that we are arriv'd at a De- 


monſtration of the Exiſtence of but one 


God, and at that ſtrict and philoſophical _ 


Notion of him, as a Being deſtitute of all 
Parts and Paſſions, And thus it has been 


with reſpect to all our other Diſcoveries, 


BESIDES, we are not only fo far ig- 


norant in the Sciences, as we are under any 
reſtraint from thinking about them; but 


Wie mult be ignorant in thoſe Sciences where- 


ions of Prieſts, a 


| aud Time and Pains 
were neceſſary to oy them to that degree 
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of we pretend to think, if we. refuſe to 


think of any Science whatſoever. For there 


15a * Relation, Harmony, Dependency, and 


. .* Omnes Artes, que ad /hutninitatem pertinent, ba- 
bent quoddam commune vinculum, & quaſi cognatione 
quidam inter ſe continentur. Cicero pro Arcbid Poetds 


Con- 


n W 45 . . N * e d 20g rg roi ; 


9 Fu EPurxitt> Xo, 5 235 1 
Eotin2tih between all things; and me g 
of one Sciener or Art "ca beer "i 
de thorowly obtair?d withoutthe Knowledy - © 3 
of other Arts and Sciences. Nay, take any | 9 
Bock that is a Maſter-piece in irs kind, and 
will fd it has's relation'ro thei a, 
and that a very general and extenſive/Know: 
ledg was to its Compolicion.” la +. 
the Maud of Hou ur, there is notan 4#7ror  " Þ 
Science, or Bratich of any Art ar Selence, bur A 
there ate far parts which have relation to , 
0 which the ray of the Work rogue 
thoſe parts are as accuriit 
orm'd, as if rl ch pores dey 
Loch ar was particularly versd in the ar 
or Science refer'd to: As for inftance, Ho- 
þ could never have .deſcrib'd/ as he 
booth "nor in th thanks he bn 
N Chariot or 4 Chair. Wheel, without th 
N fcbKoo Knowledgof nt Cohn os : 
nowledg was abſolutely neceſſa 
is foo, b if he bad Talks of hl WF, 
things without that accurate Know! 
had certainiy fallen into thoſe Mi * 
which Men ever do, when they venture to 
talk of what they do not underſtand; and 
if he had omitted ſuch Deſcriptions, his 
"Poem which he def go'd for Eternity to - 
pleaſe and inſtruct Mankind had been im. 
perfect. Tr is. this univerſal. Knowledg of 
things diſplay'd in che Lid, which makes it 
eſteem d fo perfect a Work, and is the hal 
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Howes by the Critieta, That the bien 
phi of al Aris and ane are contain'd in 
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'BUT to come 22 eg we 
are more concern d: ITbe Bible contains a 
Collection of TraQts given us at divers times 
by God himſelf ; and conſequently every 
thiog therein mention'd is handled with the 
utmoſt degree of Exactneſs: for it is impoſ : 
ſible that God, when he condeſcends to teach 
Mankind by 3 or Books, ſhou 
write as ill or worſe than mortal Men, and 
act againſt the Rules of At in writing, and 
expreſs Error and Fal ſhood 1 © * 


hels and Proportion, ,,-- I 


| N OW there is not perhaps in x the Wall 
ſo miſcellaneous a Book, and Which treats of 
ſuch Variety of thing s as the Bible does. 
There is a natural Hiſtory of the Creation 
of the whole Univerſe, and of an univerſal 


Deluge of this Earth, and. a Civil and Ec- 


clefiaſtical Hiſtory of all Mankind from che 
Beginning of the World for above 2000 
Years, and of a particular Nation for above 
800 Years, There are contain'd in it the 


municipal Laws of a Country, the Inftitu- 
tion ot two Religions (one whereof was to 
put an end to the other) ſeveral natural and 
_ miraculous Phenomena of Nature, Deſcrip- 
tions of magnificent Buildings, References to 
Ts Sailing, Phy ik Pharmacy, Ma- 
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| ſeQtion of che hiſtorical 


pom 3 Se] _ 5 
Saviour, without a conſummate Maſ- 9 
ker in antient Hiſtory, and Ant and 2 
— 7 
Losing $ Work on * Subject has wp 
been above ten years in the:Preſs?.; Who 33 
can frame an Idea of the Beauty and Mag» £ 
nificence. of $0 L.0M0N's. Temple, or of 
that Model delineated in EZ EK IE, wich- 80 


out a perfect Knowledg in 'Mothematicks, © _ 
and in particular of the Rules of Architece . 
ture? Who can have a juſt Notion of the | 
Creation and Deluge, without the Knowledg 
of all Nature? How is it poſſible for an 
ow! 2 — ſeve - 
ra es of Scripture, Which ſeemingiyx 
exbibir eo us an Idea of God after a humag 


manner, without the molt refin'd Meta- 
7 1 1 a ' _ phydrks, 
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N we 


> DISCOURSE \ 
yiicks, and the deepeſt thinking and phi. 
Tphizing on the Nature and Attributes of 
God? Nay, the Morality of the Holy Scrip- 
tue is not to be preciſely and diſtinctiy un- 
derſtood, without an antecedent Kpowiedg 
in Erbicks, or the Law of Mature. Who can 
without a Knowledg in that Lov underſtand 
wherein conſiſt the Duties of loving our Ene. 
nns, of not caring for the morrow, of not having 
two Coats, and all other Dutys expreſs'd in 
fo univerſal a manner? The Paſſages them- 
ſelves not exhibiting the Limita- 
tions and Reſtrictions which are imply d, 
thoſe Reſtrictions and Limitations are only to 
be fetch'd from the Law of 'Natare, Nay, 
when the Dutys enjoinꝰd are as wniverſal as 
the Expreſſions, that Univer ſality is only to be 
known by conſidering whether the Lawof Na. 
ture in thoſe caſes admits of any Limitation 
or no. So that no Duty whatſoever con- 
tain'd in Scripture can be preciſely and with 
certainty underſtood, without a Knowledg 
of the Law of Nature. ETA 


- UPON the whole therefore, Thinking 
upon all human Sciences being the only way 

of arriving at per ſection ia them; nay, be- 
ing the only method to make a Man under- 
Rand the ſublimeſt of all Sciences, Theology, 
or the Will of God contain d in the Holy Serip- 
rurer : it muſt be at leaſt lawful, or a Man's 
Fight, to think freely, r 
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_ - 24h. IF Men either negleft to thing, 
or come once to be perſuaded they have 
no right to think freely, they can not only 
obtain no meaty in the — but 
muſt, if they will have any Opinions, run 
into the groſſeſt — jmaginebla both 
in Principle and Practice. What abſurd 1 
Notions of a Deity have formerly prevai'd, 
not only among Pagans, but even among 
Chriſtians? who tho they did not with the 
Pagans ſuppoſe God to be like an O, ora 
Ca, or a Plant, yet the moſt antient Fathers 
of the Church no leſs abſurdly ſuppos'd him 
to be material; and many Chriſtiaus in all _ 
Ages ſuppos'd him to have the ſhape of a 'F 
Man, till Thinking about the Nature “ ; 
| - God did eftabliſh his . | 
Men of Senſe in every Country of bs 


l ) * $4 


tlans. 


WHAT abſurd Notions: in Religion. 
contrary to the moſt obvious Notious of 1 
Senſe and Reaſon, overſpread the whole = 

Chriſtian Church for many Ages? ' Infallk 
bility in a ſingle Perſon or in a Council, 4 
the Power of the Prieſt to _ and fave, 3 
the Worſhip of images, ures, Saints, 
and Relicks, and a 3 
ditys as groſs as ever prevail'd in any Pagan 
almoſt univerſally 
receiv'd- and believ'd by Chriſtians, (und 
what is ſtill more wonderful, even ys 
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they receiv'd a Book for Divine Revelation 
point-blank contrary to them all:) till he 


Thinking of a few, ſome whereof ſacrific' 


their Lives by ſo doing, gave a new Turn 
to the Chriſtian World, and produc'd*a 

prodigious Change, by eſtabliſhing contrary 
Notions in ſome Countries, and by obliging 
thoſe who pretended to retain the old ones, 


to vary a little out of pure ſhame in the Ex © 


plication of their Phraſes and Expreſſions. * 
IL. AS TL. Y, What Abſurditys prevaiPd 


in Morality, Aſtronomy, Natural Fhiloſo- 


phy, and every other Science? Self- defence 


in any caſe whatſoever was by the Primitive 


Fathers held unlawful: Second Marriages 
were eſteem'd by them a kind of Adultery: 
Viury was ſuppos'd to be forbid by the Law 


of God. To maintain there were Antips- 


des, was Hereſy : And Galilews, even in the 


laſt Age, was impriſon'd for aſſerting the 5 


Motion of the Earth. In ſhort, for a Pic- 


ture of antient Abſurditys, a Man need but 


examine any one now-a-days who has never 


thought freely of things, and he will ever 


find him unable to advance one word of 


Truth in any matter of Science whatſoever, . 


no not even in his Notions of God and Re- 
ligion, tho he hears the moſt Dif- 


;courſes every week to ſet him right, and 
reads his Bible at home. For Men are in- 
capable of Information either from Diſcourſe 
or. Reading, unleſs they have accu 


ftomid 
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i N 1 INKING. 
themſelves to Thinking, and by that habit 
ate qualify'd to think of the Subject where» 
on they hear or read a Diſcourſe. To b 
informed, conſiſts in being made to think 
juſtly and truly of things: Bur how ſhould | 
Men think juſtly, ho do not think freely? ' 
How indeed can Men think at all of any 
thing, of which they do — ' BM 
For what is a Reſtrgint of Free- Thinking LY 
on any Subject, but ſomewhat which hin» 
ders me from thinking on that Subject - 


BUT to give you the perfefteſt Image l 8 b 
am able, bow unavoidable Abſurditys are 1 9 
both in Principle and Practice, if Thinking 1 


a - 


is reſtrain'd ; I will put the Caſe of Free- g 
Seeing, and ſuppoſe the fame methods made 
uſe of to prevent Free-Seeing which art to 
prevent Free- Thinting. Suppoſe then, That j 
certain Men have à fancy in their heads, = 
that it is abſolutely neceſſary either to the Wo 
Peace of Society or ſome other great pur» 
poſe, that all Men ſhould have the ſame © * 
Belief with relation to certain Objects of the 1 
yes; and in order to obtain that end, wil! 
make all Men under their power ſubſcribs "IF 
the ſame Confeion of Eye-ſight Faith. Now * 
ſuch a fancy as this can hardly come into - 
any Mens heads, but either of thoſe who _ 
are ſome way or other very remarkable. for r 
that kind of Madneſs which common Ped. 
ple will be apt to miſtake for Divine Iumi- 
bende of elle of cunning projecting 


4 - 


Fellows 
who 
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intereſted Deſigns, will either judg all Miſ- 
takes of that nature to be paſs'd over and 
forgiven, ſince no Man can be willingly 
guilty of them; or if they ſhould happen B 
to think ſuch Miſtakes” to be of very. bad 
conſequence and to be unpardonable, yet 
they will judg that the beſt way to make 
Men /ee truly, is to make them /ee freely; 
and that it is more reaſonable to let all Men 
truſt to their own Eyes (who have the 
greateſt Intereſt in not deceiving themſelves) 
than to oblige them to take up with an He- 
feht Faith, upon the Authority of others 


| who have nothing elſe at beſt but their Rye- 
b ſight to direct them, and who may as well 
1 be miſtaken as any body elſe thro Weakneſs 
1 of Eyes, and beſides may have a deſign. to 


1 deceive Mankind. I ſay therefore, . that 

\/ whoever is capable of ſuch a ridiculous Pro- 

: jet, muſt be either a weak or deſigning 

1 Man. And let him be which you pleaſe, 

Mike he will of courſe. make an abſurd Confaſſon 

$3 of Eye þght Faith. The former; for want 

of a full and impartial Examination, Will 

take up with the firſt falſe Senſations of 

| things - and the latter will more certainly N 

do ſo, to _— the more, neceſlary 

in explatzing, ing, par ng, wie-: 
— . a 256 — Eye- 

gut Faith. So that I will ſuppoſe 

the various and contradictor Fo * 
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U Pay, which Men of different Whi " 

or of different Interefts and Defigns, * 

make at "erent rimes, Ons to to conlift of 

theſe following N NN ; * . 119 ot 
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"THESE: Props oe halt dra) 

in form, as the Sanda of E re fob Jos 

it will be abſolutely neceffiry an That” 

Men ſhould be oblig'd to fabſeribe to their. 

Truth, or rhar bone be allo d publickly to 

contradict Ray's or at 1055 on L ö 4 
couragement iven to thoſe w ofe 

to believe and ol them; for N no. 

End would be ſet vd by drawing them up, 


and Men would be as woch at libert 10 
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"NOR, i. it ca be imagio'd, That be, 
zealous... Advocates. for them Win contene. 
themſelves with the mere Impoſitipns: of 
thoſe Abſurditys. They will introdoce ſe- 
veral other ne Abſurditys. by the varieus 
Comments and Turns which ſe many Ab- 
| ſurdities in L will oblige them ta 
© * make, The ſeveral. Erqpoſitioms will be feid 
13 by them to be above, but not contrary to. H. 
* es will be given of. reg thau- 


ſght.. Iuſtane 
ſand Miſta kes in uſing quĩ Eyes. It will be 
eſteem'd dangerous truſting to cn Eye 
sabt, and be ſaid. that we dught tg rely on 
1 the Authority of thoſe Men who have Pen- 
ſons and Salarys on purpaſe to ſtudy thoſe 
things, and would not deſerve what they 
receive, ſhould Men uſe their own Eyeſight. 
#- And as ſor thoſe few. Men who ſhouſd dere 
1 to uſe their own Eyes, na Funiſhments 
| would be too bad for them; and the leaſt; 
T Evil they could expect would be to be ren» 
der d odious to the Multitude, under the re- 
* proachful Ideas of Scepticks, Latitudimmri amt, 
Fiee-Seers, Opiniators, Men ty'd, by no Au- 
2 thority, and who, lay all rhings in common, 

8 how univerſally, ſqeyer receiy dg 30, be re- 
©» preſented ſometimes as Madmen, at other 
times as ſubtle. cunning, Fellows, who added 
dy Confederacy, and had ſecret underhand 
Vo were afliſted by the, Dey l. 
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— . ys, 
them when, they began their Show. Aal 
8 robo hog declar'd incapable of being 

initiated into any of the Pagan Myſterys k 
Religion; and both Epicareans and Chriſtians 
were religiouſly chas'd away, before ever 
the Prieſts would pronounce any Oractes, or 
begin any of their Tricks, And when the * 
Chriſtians grew ſo numerous that they were | 
able to ſtand their nd, and refusd to 
retire at the Word of Command ; the Prieſts 
declar'd there were ſo many impious Perſons. | 
preſent, that the God would not vouchſaſe 
to ſpeak, and that they could do 0 Mira * 
cles becauſe of their Infidelity, no more 
than the * Pawawers in America could in the | 
preſence of the old Clothes of ſome Cbriſti sn 
Sailors. Not only the anbelieving Chriſtians' © 
and Epicyreans were excluded from Free- 
Seeing, but the Pagan Believers were allow*d 1 
to ſee no further than their Faith qualifſy  * 
them to do with ſafety. They were not 
ſuffer'd to examine the Inſides of Temples or 
Statues, nor the Evidence the Prieſts gave 
of the Gods coming down from Heaven to 
eat upon Earth. No, about all theſe mat: 
ters the People were to have a Faith, which _ 
Free- Seeing would have deftroy'd ; and that 
| would have render'd the Prieſts as contemp-/ - 
tible, as DANIEL did the Prieſts of Be LL, 
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5 HIS ber fight Fed "kept 
up among forme Chriſtians well Paint” 
Ther u «" Perſuaſion the Greeks and 
Armenians," that 'every Eaſter-Eve there i 
miracittous Flame deſcends from Heaven 2 
the boly Sepulcher ef dur "Bleſſed" Sevidir- 

(which the Latins expoſe as 4 ſhamiful Ini 


1 ti ps out of e aer 
| Arbe el 3 the Huy Gho# ſel, | 
it in the jb ape of « Dove" fli i) oat the . 

.. the 2e Church fi A over the. 
( Sepuleber. But the Receptiop of the holy 
Flame is truſted to two Pri „ohe 4 Greek 
aul the other an Armenian, who go into the 
Holy Sepulcher, ſhut the door, and ſuffer no* 
| to ſee freely hat they do, and then 

come out with Torches lighted by the holy. 
Flame. And no doubt the Affair of the 
Dove is truſted either to a' Prie#, or ſome' 
body on whom they can ſafely rely for the 
keeping of ſo valuuble a Secret. Nor is it 
to be thought but boch Prieſts and People 
are rend to call any Man Arbeit or In. 

pious 0's cull any" Ma wry ihe * 

— the” Holy S with the 15 
in order de frenfreeg, '6or Thoula WORE 
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This Trick Sir P. Ricaut himſelſf ſaw, and 


tation of this one would bring the others into- 
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"I | DISCOURSE. WB 
3 any the Dope, to try 


experiment an 
whether it was the Holy Ghott or nao. For 


© 


the Teal of the Priefts muſt be in proportion 
to the Gain they make by this Trick, md 
of the People in proportion to the 
they imagine they. ſhall receive. —4 
holy Flame : for. they think, 1. they can 

have the bappineſi to be bury'd i 4 Chroad 


Smatted 5 this Celeftial Fire, it will cet» 


Tk ſecure them from the Flames of Hal. 


gt Mice af:th the W 
ture with t ing, is bra] . 

by the * Greeks bom: eſpecially the Women. 
They carry angually i in proceſſion three Pic+ 


tures, one of St. George, another of the Vir-. 


gin Mary, and another of {ome other Saint; 
which ſtrike with Sticks, or belalaur the Back 
and Shoulders of thoſe 72 carry them, more ur 
leſs, pint ney) to the Sins of their: Bearers,' 


he aſſures us, That the Belief of the Mirazle 
has owes jo deep root in the Minds of the Ig- 
norant, that jt would be hard to wndecerve them, 
without danger to the whole Fabrick of abe 
Chriſtian Religion: for this Belief being _ 
fix'd with a Dodrines of Faith, the Confu- 


= ion, And no doubt — but theſe 
deem muſt be as en un Free-Soers,. 


— — — — 
2 ——äWU—— —— © 


* Ricaut's Pre Spur of the, Ottomans, pap, p . 


151. 


K 

bs 14S =” , -. 

| ” * 4 ; 
- 5, 


ſirions on the 
ly oa a Mai 


* k { 
. * 
vw * * 
ww 1 — 1 Wa 1 4 
. mL . 
9 iS . 


7 8 GA: 
* 


ann⁰νaͥ Miracle of the Tiurfuft ion 
ua tüus's Binad ut Vapor, ot ay of their = 


numerous Sweating, Bleeding, Notding' and | 


Men upon 


Max v deliver d to the Bibop of thi? 


® e 
1 f $1 iS © 


2 ES + 44 74087 2 in 
11 0p Che le cs del Ciel fol colui v 


. 1 


5 P 8 ) b 5 5 - 
* Gas, Ag 4 4 & * ee neee ren ad W r * >? 4s 1 : 
l 2 — Ls rr 2 » +” Co x Wa vx 7 0) c A do {dt | * = in IF 
CY MIT, AE TLL SS TA ene 
ys N | ** — * 1223 * 
1 4 * « 
? l C ? 


* 
if any Toch tlaved iv Veſire the Tnſpeaion'of 


of ede. 


the Pifaves) wethey due Hr l. 
Ion 2503 10 ee ee 1-973 e er 
THE Roman Priefts ure dt befand 
with che old Heuben Prieſts, or with 'the 
preſent Grret and Ari in their Im-. 


lat be m- 
m-of o of their den Potts, 


* That ie only” ſors the things f Niven, who 
ſpurs big "Eyes und belioonr) und are in fenitely 
uperiour tb- any det of Prieſts chat ever ex- 
iſted, in their Zeal againſt Fite-Seers, \OLT SN 44 
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Weeping Staraes ; or to ea: iriElycthoſe 

— whom the daily Trat of er 
out Devils is perſortm'd; or to fee the fa 
mous+ Candi of Arras, which the l 


before 4 great Aﬀſenbly" of the People in "rhe 
Charch . Years ago, and which his 
barnt ever ſince without waſting 3" orig, 
ſhort of Death would be the conſequence of 
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4 DISCOURSE» 
to come to Aras to ſee the truth of it, in 
order to their Conviction. Nay; ſo nume 
rous are the Impoſitions on the Eye-ſaght, 

and ſo ſtirct a care is taken to prevent Men 
from uſing their Eyes, that there is not an 
ioquiſitive Per ſon, or a Man who deſites to ſee 
freely, to be met with in a Whole Country. 
The Popiſb Laity will not bear ſo great an 
Approach to Infidelity as the Suſpicion of a 
Trick, and the Popiſb Prieſts have good rea- 
ſon not to ſuffer the beginning of any Exa · 
mination. And I muſt — 5 ſay, how: - 
much ſoever I contend for Free-Seeing, I 
cannot but commend the Conſiſtency of the 
Popiſb Policy, and prefer it to the Palicy of 
. e Politicians, who _ | 
eople in with a pretence of fair Play, by 
telling them they ſhall and-- ought 2 ſee 
freely; whereas if they do not ſee with the 
Eyes of their Guides, but deſire to fee with 
their on, they then uſe them, not indeed 
\ "FW ſo ill as the Papiſts, but as ill as they can; 
i that, as ill as that degree of Ignorance, 
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13 and Stupidity which prevails will allow 
5 them to do. ee ed mas 


LASTLY, The Pœiſb and Lutheran 
Prieſts are guilty of an Impoſmion on the 
He- ght beyond all the Inſtances already 
mention d. The firſt pretend, that the 
Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper do by 
their Conſecration become the very Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, and ſace Men uy 
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in it, to the Teſtimony of their 
Senſes: and the latter, no leſs contrary to ö 
the Teſtimony of Mens | Senſes, make their 
Followers believe, chat the Body and Blood? | 
of Chriſt are f to the | Bread and 
Wine: Which is apietzof 1 Impudenee equal 
to that of a; Man's Waite, who; when her 
Husband caught her in bed with a Prieſt, 
told him, It ma nothing but A Deception; of 
the Devil ta abaſe''s Aan df Gad, and that 
ſne n age his own dear Wife . 
before. 6. Eyre. iin t 7 399% 103 79 £ ' 


THUS the: Render . thus ins ps. 
Abſurditys which do in fact and muſt inece(- 
ſarily ariſe from the Methods employ?d to 
reſtrain Men in the Uſe of their Facultss. 
But if it be the Abſurditys which 
relate to the Facultys of the Mind, muſt bo 
greater and more numerous than thoſe which 
relate to the Senſes; becauſe - Men do uſt 9 
their Senſes more than their Underſtanding, | 
and by conſequence haveclearer Ideas of the 
Objects of Senſe than of nnen the 
wn 1 107% © 0 14 838 ©3; EK FO op 

1191 401 934 41.48 16 noh * bo, 

005 ANY. Reſtraint whatſoever Ga % 
Reaſon; on Thinking, is abſurd in it ſelf; 
No juſt Reſtrainecan; be put to my Thinks | 
ing, but ſome ht, ſome Propoſition, 
or Argument, Which me that it is not 
lawful for me ta thinł on the Subject — 

„ do. n 1] prapaſe to 
conſider, 
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obcuſider, 


ſear I ſhould be caught by the 


the beſt method of — 


from uſi 
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Whether the Chriftiaw Religiti WW 
founded on Divine Revelation; but am told. 
or fi to my (elf, the great Dunger and 
Sinfulneſs of thinking on that Subjeft; for = 
ſophiſtical Ar. 

of Infidels, and ſobeeternally da mud 
my Unbelief : whereas I am in the way of 
Salvation, and in no danger in my unexamin- 
ing ſtate; and thereſore it isfioful in me to 


eee nene 


200211 
IT is "evident this reſtraining 


muſt be thought freely on or _— for 55 


if I do not examine it, I cannot know that 
I ought to be reſtrain d by it, Au beo. 


mmm 115 — 
NOW let this reſtraining Argument:by 
examin'd, and it will be found to have n 
manner of weight in it to reſtrain me. For 
what can be more abſurd? I have no way 
of knowing Truth from Falſhood, or whe-- 
ther I am in a ſafe or a dangerous ſtate, but © 
oP; uling the e —— 
has given me; and yet I muſt without b 
reaſon at all cons my ſelf in a 3 \ 
ſafe way. Nay, Lam deter from rakiog 


Miltakes, for fear of Falling i into 
Miſtakes ; which is as if I ſhouid be 
my Eyes, 


aq 
ſor fear I ſhould miſ- 
take in uſing them; and 1 ſhould wallk a- 
. 1 my Eyes ſhut,” becauſe of the 


poli- 
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of Bona acne: m© = 
poſſibility of falling if en walk ee 

ing Argument is waniſeſtly abſurd, tor di- 

verting me a moment from the Froſecuion 
| ef my Enquir y. FFI 200 ne- 
1 CANNOT pretend to affign, and 
anſwer all abe refieaioing Argoments'Which a 
bigotted or intereſted Men make. uſe of ar 
different times and / on different occaſions, P 
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neſit of Fres · Thinłiag, of. 
Ages as well as the preſent may : 
Free-Thioking is upon experience the only I 
proper means toi deſtroy. the Devil's King. i 
Yom among-Men ;- whoſe Dominion and 3 
Power is ever more or leſs extenſive, as Free- 
Thinking is diſcaurag d or allow'd-; and all 
W - other 
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e bees 28 
e employ'd againſt him, ſuch as 


Fo 


the cofting him out mica, _ 


Prieſſs, and enla 
uſing the —— — — in- 


creas d, bur never wholly Re ey "his 
| Power, x ro 


Hus the Devit- is denen buciſt'8 che 
United Provinces, where Free-Thinkivg is in 

the greateſt perfection; whereas all round 
about that -Commonnealth, he appears in va- 


ridus ſhapes : ſometimes in his own, ſfome- 
times in the ſhape of an old black Gentle 
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3 man, ſometimes in the ſhape of a dead Man, 
1 and ſometimes in that of a 1 Ct. He oh- 
55 ſeſſes ſome, poſſeſſes and enters into 
W's Confederacy with others. As for iaſtanee, 
1 he has had from the remoteſt Antiquity 

/ great Sway in Exglani ; firſt, while we were 


in Heathen Datkneſs, and afterwards” a 
greater during the thicker' Darkneſs of Po. 
pery. Nor did the Reformation'do- much to— 
wards leſſening his Power; for great Com- 
plaints have been made of the Growth of 


Witchcraft, and the mighty Power of the, De- 
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ho employed his Royal Pen 2 
80 85 worthy of a Prinoe wiz 4 Pars. 
aſe on the Revelations, A Counterbla## to 
obacco-taking, und + 'Love-Extitrs! to the 
Duke of ben tells 
Jef! «bounding af this time in this" 
theſe deteftable: Slaves of ther Devil the 


itches and Enchantirs,” mou him 10 ay 
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t nuenbers of — 
executet} in England 


IN ſhort, grea 
been almoſt 3 


from the remoteſt Anti 
volution; hen upon given and 
taken to thint freely, the Devil's Power viſi- 
bly declin'd,” and A ab welt as the Uni- 
2 Provinces gens d to be any part of his 
Chriſtian Territories. | e 19 or: flor ty Þ 
mn DI ith bt 2 at) 

LET che Prief: giudſich an Inftdnce'of 
their Sncces againſt the Devil any where” 
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U -finct the Raw uf Der Drown 


VEREL, when the Clamòuts agairnft Freed 
Fhinking ow — — the Devil a 
again reſum'd his Empire, and appears 

the ſhape of Cats, and enters into con 
racy with old Women; and ſeveral have 
been I many are accus'd, , — 
parts of t nedom for being ite 

And he ſeems at | preſent to have ſo great 4 
Party among us, and ſo many Miniſters ors 


dain d to his Ser vice, and to have render'd 


Free- Thinting fo odious; that nothing but 
the ſecond Coming of our Bleſſed Sevioer, 
pected by ſeveral of "our 


which is ſoon ex 
Reverend Divines who are well skil'd in 
the Prophets and Revelation, gives” me . 
hopes of a Change for the better. 


PERHAPS it will be faid, That . 
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of 


| fo many Marders : And therefore that eee 


Promoters. of all 


4 l wore ta their - ſenſes, and by conſequence 


 Objeftion, L ceplyy 


innocunt Peoples 


no pretence n 5 
of 


Revolution, and nothing 
by Free-Thinkers. , The People were,only come 


their Tators were 4 little fearful of endeavour 
ing t0-iwpoſe in them; Is NOUS A 
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HE Subje as of which Men ue de- 

1 ny'd the Right to thiok by the Enemys 

of Free- Thinking, are of all) others thoſe of 

which Men have not only 4 Rigbt. — 

but of: Which they * d in d. 


think q vix. ſuch as. f at ure 4. 
reren racy — — Gad, f 
Truth s.efteensd — 


and of. . —— aud r Pacer of thoſe: Bont; 


or, inone word, of Religiame Queſtions, | es 
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of 4 RIG HT Opinion in theſe -that- 
ters is ſuppos'd by the 2 of Fre- 
to Mens 
Salvation, and ſome Errors or Miſtakes! a- 
bout them are ſuppos'd to be damnable. 
Now where à right Opinion is fo neceſſary, 
there Men — the greateſt Concern ima 


gioable to think for themſelves, as the beſt: 


means to take up with the right ſide of the 
ion. For if they will not thin for 
elves, it remains only ſor them to take 
che Opinions they have imbib'd from their 


_ Grandmothers, Mothers or Prieſts, or o. 
+ 8 Ew ITY granted. But 
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that method, they can only be in the 
right y chance; whereas by Thinking and 
1 Examination, they have not only the mere 
accident of being in the right, but have the 
Evidence of things to determine them to the 
fide of Truth: ualeſs it be ſuppogd' that 
Nen are ſuch abſurd Animals, het the moſt 
unreaſonable Opinion is as likely to be ad- 
mitted for true as the moſt reaſonable, When 
it is judg'd of by the Reaſon and Under- 
ſanding of Men. In that caſe indeed it 
will follow, That Men can be under no Ob- 8. 
ligation to think of theſe matters. But then 
it will likewiſe follow, That they can be 
under no Obligation to concern "themſelves 


about Truth and Falſhood in any Opinions. 
For if Men are ſo abſurd, as not to be ahle 
to diſtinguiſh between Truth and Falſhood, 
Evidence and no Evidence, what pretence _— 
is there for Mens having any Opinions at all ? _ - 
Which yet none linking ſo nn as: the Y 
Enemys of Free- Thi — 4 
1 
20. IF the ſureſt ad beſt means 100 * 1 
riving at Truth lies in Free-T. 1 70 then Wy 
the whole Duty of Man with 1 
Opinions lies only in Free-T hinking. ts 0 
he who hints freely does his beſt towards 1 
being in the right, and conſequently does all l 
that God, who can require nothing more . if 
any Man than that he ſhould do his beſttt. 
828 of him. And _ 1 wo _—_ 
mittake W muſt be as 1 
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acceptable to God as if he receiy'd none br 
6 right Opinions, This is admirably expreſs'd. 
1 b by that true Chriſtian and Foe (and 


dy conſequence great Freer“ binker) Mr. 
" Cn1lLiNGWORTH, Who fays, * That if - - 
14 Men do their beſt endeavogrs to free themſelves. 
| . from all Errors, and jet fail of it thro human 
1 Weakneſs ; ſo well is he perſuaded of the Goad- 


C neſs of God, that if in him alone ſhould meet 
| L Confluence of all ſueh Errors of all the Pro- 
| teſtants in the World that were thus 79 


| he ſhould not be ſo much afraid of them 
| 4 he ſhoald be to ask pardon for them. For 
| to ask pardon for ſuch Errors, is tacitly. to 
TY imply that God is angry with us. for them; and 
v2 1 that were to impute to him the ſtrange Tyranny 
TE | of requiring Brick where be gives no Straw; 
1 of expecting to gather where he ſtremed not; 
. to reap where he ſowed not ; of being offended 
18:8 with us for not doing what he knows we can- 
11 not do. | 497 . 
1 ON the other ſide, the whole Crime of 
I. Man, with reſpe& to Opinions, muſt lie in 
1 his not thinking freely, He who is in the 
3 UE right by accident only, and does but ſuppoſe 
PH 8 himſelt to be ſo without any Thinking, is 
really in a dangerous ftate, as having taken 
[1% no pains and uſed no endeavours towards 
being in the right, and conſequently as hav- 
my ing no Merit; nay, as being on the ſame 
"hit $i +, rd en 2 * — — — 
[| . | Anw. to Pref, of Charity maint. Se& 26. 24473] 


« . f N , _ > wm of 
\ - TFT a . 4 - » * 2 4 5 „ 4 1 os 4 * * * n * * 9 * Th * 1 * 4 TR m ö ob N > Sn 4 1 4— ny 
R * 2 N WF. * * bY * . <a wy” GI 2 * _ 8 * 955 . WY * * We - HF RS D os 5 | _ — * 
, a # rx: b . & * T . F * * N , . er " \ 2 . L - + V 
l 5 94 y . — * * k = 
- 1 1 a. 4 > * 8 * =- 
\ _ * * 


\ 


_- of FRE THINKING. 37 
foot with the moſt ſtupid Poi and Hes. 

then, For when once Men refuſe or negg © | 
lect to think, and take. up their Opinions ' © 
upon truſt, they do in effect declare they A 
would have been Papifts or Heathens, had _—_ 
they had Popiſb or Heathen Prieſts for their by 
Guides, or Popiſb or Heathen Grandmothers 1 
to have taught them their Catechiſme. 


34h. 8SUPE RSTITION is an Evil, 
3 whicheither by the means of Education, or 
the natural Weakneſs of Men, oppreſſes al- 
moſt all Mankind. And how terrible an 
Evil it is, is well deſcrib'd by the antient 
Philoſophers and Poets. Tu lux ſays, FF 
jou give way to Superſtition; it will ever haunt a 
and plague you. If you go to a Prophet, or 
7 Omens; 1 | — * obſerve the 
Flight of Birds; if go conſult an A er 
or Hoof : if it thunders or lig 2 | 
any place is conſum d with Lightning, or ſuch- 
like Prodigy happens (as it is neceſſary ſore 
ſuch often ſhould) all the  Tranquillity of be 
Mind i deſtro d. And Sleep it ſelf, which 
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+ Superftitio enim inſtat & urget, & quocunque te ver- 1 
teris perſequitur : ſive tu vatem, five tu omen audieres; _ 
five immolares, five avem aſpexeris, five Chaldzum ; fi l 
haruſpicem videris-; fi fulſerit, ſi tonuerit, ſi tactum | 
aliquid de cœlo erit, fi oftenti ſimile natum faftamve 7 
quidpiam ; quorum neceſſe eſt plerumque aliquid eve- i 

- niat; ut nunquam quietà mente liceat conſiſtere. Per- 1 
fugium videtur omnium laborum & ſollicitudinum eſſe 9 
ſomaus; at ex ipſo plurimæ naſcuntur- curæ metuſque. 3 
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36 5 401 SCOURSE 9 
zem, to be an Ahlum and Refuge from all 

rat. and Uneaſineſs, does by the aid of Su- 
perſtition increaſe your T roubles and Fears, 


7 HoxAacs ranks Superſtition with Vice; 
8 and as he makes the Happineſs of Man in 
| this Life to conſiſt in the practice of Virtue 
and Freedom from Superſtition, ſo he makes 

the greateſt Miſery of this Life to conſiſt in 

being vicious and ſuperſtitions. * Tow are 

not covetous, ſays he; that's well: But ave 

jou 45 free from all other Vices; Are you 
ree from Ambition, exceſſive Anger, and the 

| Fear of Death? Are you ſo much above Su- 
iT perſtition, 4 to laugh at all Dreams, panick 
1 Fears, Miracles, Witches, Ghoſts, and Pro. 
4 42770 * e | 


| THIS was the' ſtate of Superſtition a- 

bY 4 mong the Antients; but fince Uncharitable- 

. neſs and damning to all eternity for Trifles, 
1 has (in oppoſition both to Reaſon and Re- 
$ | velation) come into the World, the Evil of 
Superſtition is much increas'd, and Men are 
1 now under greater Terrors and Uneaſineſs of 
1 Mind than they poſſibly could be when they 
D thought they hazarded leſs. 4% 05 
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* Non es avarus: abi; quid; cætera jam ſimul iſto 
Cum vitio fugere ? Caret tibi pectus inani 
Ambitione? Caret mortis formidine & ird? 
Somnia, terrores magicos, miracula, ſagas, | 
Notturnos lemures, portentaque IJ heffala rides? 


No- 
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NOW there is no juſt Remedy to this 
univerſal Evil but Free-Thinking. ' By that 
alone can we underſtand the true Cauſes of 
things, and by conſequence the Unreaſona- 
bleneſs of all ſuperſtitious. Fears. Happy 

is the Man, ſays the Divine V 1s 6 11, who 
ba diſcouer d the Cauſes of Things, and us 
2 cured of all kind of Fears, even of 

Death it ſelf, and all the Noiſe and Din of 
Hell. For by Free-Thinking alone Men are 
capable of knowing, that a perfectly Good, 
Juſt, Wiſe and Powerful Being made and 
governs the World; and from this Principle 
they know, that he can require nothing 
of Men in any Country or Condition ot 
Life, but that whereof he has given them 
an opportunity of being convinc'd: by Evi- 
dence and Reaſon in the Place where they 
are, and in that Condition of Life to which 
Birth or any other Chance has directed them; 
that an honeſt and rational Man can have 
no juſt reaſon to fear any thing from him: 
nay, on the contrary, muſt have ſo great a 
Delight and Satisfaction in believing ſuch a 
Being exiſts, that he can much better be ſup- 
pos d to fear leſt no ſuch Being ſhould exit, 
than to fear any harm from him. And laſt» 
ly, That God being incapable of having 
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* Felix qui potuit rerum cognoſcere cauſas, 
Atque metus omnes & inexorabile Fatum' 1 
Bubjecit pedibus, ſtrepitumque Acherantis ava, 
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„ DISCOURSE. - 
any addition made either to his Power or 
Happineſs, and wanting nothing, - can re- 

quire nothing of Men for his own fake, but 
only for Man's ſake ; and conſequently, that 
all Actions and Speculationswhich are of 
uſe to Mankind, | as for inſtance, Singing or 
Dancing, or wearing of Habits, or Obſer- 
vation of Days, or eating or drinking, or 
ſlaughtering of Beaſts (in which things the 
greateſt part of the Heathen Worſhip con- 
ſiſted) or the Belief of Tr anſabſt antiation'or 
Conſubſtantiation, or of any Doctrines not _ 
taught by the Church of England] either ſig- 
nify nothing at all with God, or elſe dif- 
pleaſe him, but can never render a Man” 
more acceptable to him. 


+ 


B means of all this, a Man may poſſeſs; 
his Soul in peace, as having an ex ion 
of enjoy ing all the good things which God 
can beſtow, and no fear of any future Mi- 
ſery or Evil from his hands; and the very 
worſt of his State can only be, that he is 
pleaſantly decedꝰ ... ER 
| 147 Lt n en 
| WHEREAS ſuperſtitious Men are in- 
N capable of believing in a perſectly juſt and 
1 good Good. They make him talk to all 
Mankind from corners, and conſequently te- 
3 quire things of Men under the Sanction of 
r Miſery in the next World, of which they 
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apon earth) to have favourite Nations und 
Fes without any 
They make him put other Nations un- 
ſadvantuges without any Demerit. 
Ati n to be ftiPd 
Demoniſfts than T No wonder there - 
fore if ſuch Wretches ſhould be fo full of 
Fears of the Wrath of God; that they ate 
ſometimes (with the Vicious) to 
Wiſh there was no God at all;'a Thought 
ſo unnatural and abſurd, that even * $ - 
lative Atheiſts would abhor it. Their 
have no quiet in their -own Minds; they 
rove about in ſeareh of ſaving Track hn thro 
the dark Corners of the Earth, and are fo 
fooliſh as to hope to find it (if I may ſo ſay 
hid under the Sands of Afrita, where Cato 
ſcorn'd to look for it: and neglecting what 
God ſpeaks plainly to the whole World, 
take up with what they ſuppoſe he has oom. 
municated to a few ; and thereby believe 

 praQtiſe ſuch things, in which they ca 
never have Satisfaction. For ſuppoſe Men 
take up with a Religion which conſiſts in 
Dancing or Muſick, or fuch-like Ceremonys, 
ot in uſeleſs and onintelligible 8 _ 
how can they be aſſur'd they believe and 
perform as they ovght 
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ae. (wh equaly behold al the Divilliye | 
Conſideration of Me- 


? What Rule en 
ſuch Men have to know whether other Ce- 
remonys, and ſen and unintelligible Spe- 
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© 4 DISCOURSE": 
'  eulations, may not be'requir'd of them in- 
| ſtead of thoſe they perform and believe? 
And how can they be ſure that they believe 
rightly any unintelligible Speculations? Here 
is a foundation laid for nothing but endleſs 
* Scruples, Doubts, and Fears. Wherefore L 
7 cConclude, that every one, out of regard to 
his own Tranquillity of Mind, which muſt 
a | be diſturb'd as long as he has any Seeds of 
BK Superſtition, is oblig'd to think freely on 
Matters of Religion. 1 molly l 


_ 4thh. THE infinite number of Preten- 


r 


ven, ſupported by Miracles, containing new 
938 Notions of the Deity, new Doctrines, new- 
1 Commands, new Ceremonys, and new 
_ Pp Modes of Worſhip, make thinking on the 
foregoing Heads abſolutely neceſſary; if a 
Man be under an obligation to liſten to any 
Revelation at all. For how ſhall any Man 
diſtinguiſn between the true Meſſenger from 
Heaven and the Impoſtor, but by conſider- 
ing the Evidence produc'd by the one, as 
freely as of the other? Nay, a Reverend 
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1 Free-Thinking in this caſe, but goes further, 
! and ſays, * Men are ever to be ſuſpetied, when 

they make extraordinary Pretences. Far, 

he, when Men pretend to work Miracles, and 
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p. Mp get's P erſuaſive to an ingennm Trial of Opinions, 


ders in all Ages to Revelations from Hea- 
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Divine of our Church not only contends for 


. rale * 


R ron ens rt 4 8 
| "a immediate Revelations, of | knowing | 
Truth by Inſpiration, and of more _— 
nary Wlamination ; we ought: not 10 be frighted.. 
with thoſe big words from looking abr of gr eva 
them, nor to be afraid of colin s 
ino queſtion, which are ſet off wit byes, of 
Pretences. From hence it 12 come to 
| aſs, that Superſtition and Jaolatry, . Entha- 
| frajms and J — beve ſo — prevaild 
' pe the World. It is ſomewhat ſtrange, that 
ſboald believe Men the more, for that very i 
. e 3 


v, WE have here i in \ England 1 
ed by the Bacouragement of her 
of many Divines and Lachs of our Eftabliſh's 
Charch, in eſſect for the Propagation of Free- 

_ binking | in matters of Religion throughout 
the World; and whoſe d ſuppoſes that 
it is all Mens Duty to think freely about 
matters of Religion. For how can the So» 
ciety for propagating the e 00 l foreign 
Pat, e gh wu b i 
Wit t 8 85 2 4 

is their duty to think jrech both on the No- 
tions of een which they have Fl 

' receiv'd from their Anceſtors, or ' are 
 eftabliſÞ'd by Law among them, and 
new Notions of God "God and Religion als 
to them by the A of the Church of 
Lale Can it be ſuppo d, that our 
lone 
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4 DISCOURSE 

Miſfonarys would begin with em, 
that they ought not to hint freeh. of theit 
own, or our Religion; or that aſter they 
have by the means of Free-Thinking embrac'd 
our Religion, they ought then to ceaſe from 


Free- Thinting? This were to proceed very 
onverſion, 


inconſiſtently in the Work of C 
while no other Arms but Reaſon and Evi. 


- dence were made uſe of to convert. On 
the contrary, every Miſfonery muſt as à firſt. 


Principle inſiſt on the Duty of Free-Thinking, 
in order to be hearken'd to by them. Nay; 
ſhould the King of Siam (or any other infi- 


del Prince) in return for the Favour of our 


Endeavours to convert him and- his King- 
dom to our Religion, deſire to ſend us a 
parcel of his Ta/apoins (fo the Prieſts of Siam 
are calPd) to convert us to the Religion by 


Law eſt abliſh'd in Siam; I cannot ſee but that 


our Society for propagating the Goſpel; and 


all the Contributors and Well-wiſhers to it, 


muſt acknowledg the King Requeſt to be 
highly reaſonable, and perfectly. of a- piece 
with their own Project; and particularly 


muſt allow to the King of Siam, chat it is as - 


much the Duty of the Members of the 
Church of England to think freely on what 
the M:/ionary Talapoins ſhall propoſe to them, 
as it is the Duty of the 
Church of Siam to think freely on what ſhall 


be propos'd by the Miſſionary Prieſts of Eg- 


land: And therefore no doubt all they who 
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the Conviſtion of the Se 
| would 


this Society 


. FTA we 
2 give their 
cour 


Tu 
Miiſtonams the ſame En- 
here, which we enpect d 
. ours in 2 The — — „ of 
uppoſes ree-T hinki matters 
of 20 Men on 


of Religion th be the Duty 


count cannot . wp. cqem 
| wins 
vropor Peters wan 
* for the Execution of fo glo- 


AND On chatths 
but 


rious 2 


our 5M GES, our ST—z$'s, our Hi G- 
G1Ns's, our M—x Ns, and our $Sw-r Ts, 
were drawn out annually, as our milita- 


Mifionarys are, to be ſent — 1 4 


Hoes ts ate the Goſpel '' (a Ser vice 
which fob anten, Met jolt waradlh, 


ſimnce preaching the Goſpel to infide[” Nations -. 
is no — contain'd in Chris Commiſſion, 


whatever harang 1 Text” 
Chriſtians, FS calf po preaching the 928 
to ſer b IF 
of the 
Charch of England — — 1 


ma we might then hope 
8 the Daene an Diſcipline” 


World, and Faction 

the means of the others our a: 
abroad, and we . 
night, and travel by dar bo megan | 
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whole Univerſe, imply every where ant 
y places the Duty of Free- 
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e of Opinions a 


eſtabliſhing his Religion throughout the 


preſs in man 
Thinking. 


THE Deſigu of the Goſpel was, by 
preaching, to ſet all Men upon Free-Think- 
ing, that they mga think themſelves out 


of thoſe Notions of God and Religion which 


were every where eftabliſh'd by Law, and 


©" 5 


Authority. St. Paur, even in his Epiſtles, 


receive an «nknown God and as anknown 


Religion on the Evidence the Apoſtles, or 


firſt Meſſengers, produc'd to convince them, 
And accordingly the Apoſtles requir'd. no- 


thing to be receiy'd on their Authority, 


without an antecedent Proof given of their 


which are all written to Men. who were al. 
ready Chriſtians, offers many Arguments 


for their Confirmation in the true Faith, 


with reſpect to all the parts of the Chriſtian 
Religion, Whereby he made them, and all 
his Readers for ever Judges of their kee: 
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6thly. AS there can be no reaſonable. 
Cha Al Men, no quit-. 
ting of any old Religion, no Reception of 
any new Religion, nor believing any Reli - 
gion at all, but by means of Free. Thinting; 
ſo the Holy Scriptures agreeably to Reaſon, 
and to the Deſign of our Bleſſed Saviour of 
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of the Jews, 


Synagogues 


ind reaſon” 
putting the Jews upon Free. I hinking on mat» 


ters of Religion, but taking (according 


fering hi ah Eft abliſb d Church, come 8 5 
St. PauP; during the time of Divine Servite 


to reaſon with the Court Aldermen, Preachtt, 
and Singing- Mien; or Wutsrox fo 


the Lower Houſe ef Convocation, to re 
with them; it is certain, that purſuant 


the falſe Notions which- now univerſally Ba 


id be treated as a Ml Madman 


Diſturber 
a, "which 


vour to find out their true meaning, 
for fear we ſhould ſurrender or Jo 
ments to our Pathers, and. 
Church- Rulers, or P 


Ve. P aur likewiſe went <3 100 N 


| ing with Fon 
* 0. l | | TN by + Ka | 
"OUR Cavions n commande us 2 
to ſearch the Scriptures, that is, to 8 n C 
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| 56,57: us right? A Man come to me, aud hate nat 
þ Mat. 19. bis Father and Mother, he cannot be my Dif- 


2. Cciple. And he commanded his own Dyciples 
| Mat.21.1. Not tobe call a Rabbi nor Mgfters 3 by which | 
&. f. 10. [aft words our learned Commentator, - the. 
Reverend Dr. Wa ITI, underſtands, 

pon earth, no Fathers, no Church, no. Coun- 

cil. And indeed whoever conſiders, that all 

1 tho Prieſts upon earth were Enemys to our 
1 Bleſſed Saviour and his Goſpel, and that he 
1 giving the er of Infallibility to no body 
[2 beſides his holy Apoſtles, could not be ſecure 
> ©” that any Prieſts would ever be otherwiſe ; I 
1 ſay, he who conliders this, can never think 
TH: it poſſible ſor CHRIST to give ſo partial a 
it | —— as to contain a Reſerve in behalf 


0 pol any Set of Prieſts, in 14 of the ge· 
. neral Rules of Free- Thinking, on which che 
1 Goſpel was to be built, and which he ſo par- 


ticularly laid down and inculcated, 


11 . 1 ö — 177 5 
1 Gthh. THE Conduct of the Prieſts, who 
| | are the chief Pretenders to be Guides to 
others in matters of Religion, makes Free. 
I Thinking on the Nature and Attributes of the 
Eternal Being or God, on the Authority of 
Seriprures, and on the Senſe of Seriprures, 
unavoidable. And to prove this, I will give 
Fou an Induction of ſeveral Particulars: of 
bdheir Conduct. N n 
ar 189. 
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Prielts have been always, and fill ares 
vided iq theis Notioas.of a; Deity. 

nt Prieſts a 
92 Prieſts) of the Chriſti 
Church conceiv d God to be material; 


Several antient Chriſtian Prise o t 
To as to conceive him 8-74 
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IF any as is to be bad to the mali- 


gainſt another, ſeveral of them mike — 
material Univerſe to be the Eternal — 8 
God, wherein conſiſts the Eſſence of At 


THE Reverend ||| Mr. 1 

Books to prove 
the Reverend Dr. CAR Kk and the ! yon 
ſon Mr. SAMUEL BOLD nn 
enſe. 


1 HE Reverend - "Me: Tenet 
ges the Reverend Dr. Cup worn with 
Atheiſm for his Intellemtual Syſtem of the Uni- 
verſe: And a Great Prelate muſt ſuppoſe 
Atheiſm very far ſpread among the Prieſts, 
when he 4 +} It was great Providence | 
of God that fo many of the Clergy ſwore to the 
ro tape Nr mg U and | 
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* Dr. 8 in bis Div. Dal. je Enchirid. Meta: 
Glanvil in Sadd. Triumph. Turner of the Divine 


tenſion, in an ene l. to his Diſc. of the Meſſiah; oy | 


Dr. Clark in hi- angel about the er of 
the Soul. | 


+ The Body of rief. 

[| Remarks on Clark's 8 Ato. Defence of Re- 
marks, 4to. Diſſertation againſt Locke, vo. 

** Diſc. of the Meſhah, Epiſt. Ded. p. 17, 18. 

Tt _—_ on the Paſtoral Letter, 7.51. 
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1 ſuch thing . Religion, aud incline e 


Cbrihia, Print differ about the 
" God, fo they are infi- 


A8 the 
Natare or Eſſence 
nitely more divi 
eee $5. 075 . 155 
THE whole difference between the A. 
mihians and Calviniſts is founded on different 
Not ions of the Attributes of God: and this 
Diſpute is kept up in moſt Chriſtian Chur. 
ches on the face of the 3 ie carry*d 
on in the Romiſþ Church under the names 
of Janſeniſt's 2 Jeſuite, Thomifts and Mo». 
liniſts, &c. It has been for near a Centry 
laſt: paſt debated among the Divines of our ' © / 
Church, and is at this 2 
Reverend Dr. W 
Priefts in every Church 5 
butes'of God, are as numerous as the Prieſts 
| who treat of - the Divine Aurihates; not 
one agreeing with another in his Notions 
of them all, I will therefore cloſe this mat. 
ter with one Inſtance of a moſt remarkable | 
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are not. to under 
thoſe parts, but ripe 15 bas a 


when uh 1 attribute ſuch. Paſſions. 


reward the Good, as if he had 


God, being ſufficientiy known without 
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Execute al thoſe ARions, to the 
which, thoſe. parts are neceſſary, in us., And 


ty, 8 e ee 
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meaning is, that he will as — puniſh 
the Wicked, as if he was inflam'd with the 
Paſſion of Anger; that be, will as infallibly. 


ve, Hatred, 


them ; and that when Men gvca. from their 
Wickedneſs, be will ſuit D e to 
them, as if be really chang d 
his Mind: So. that, _ N 
butes belong not. to God in a proper 
juſt, Senſe, br only improperly, or as. the 
Schools ſpeak, ans/ogicall.. But when the 
Scripture attributes to God an Under ſtand · 


100 ng, Wiſdo Wil Goodneſs, - Holineſs, 
Jultice 1 


underſtoo properly, or in their 
common 1 De. LLLOTS$SON, 
late Archbiſhop of, Canterbury, t hour, 


his Works maintains, this. "Slim of the 


The; the. 


a love for | 


eſe ,words., are to be 
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Deity., I need on cite his words with re- 


ſpect to thoſe Attributes laſt mention d ; his 
Notions, with reſpe& to Parts or Paſſions in 
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| He ſays; % &. any Min 
FECT 
Gooneſs, A Tru in'God are; or if wi ! "8 
vas know this # is al one to ut: God be 
ooh or nos, nor coal we imitate bis WF... 
5 e e 10 wake him.. 
5 - kaows ad muit of - 
2 11 Iaes: of oi} to which bt" 
| 4 70 a a ee 
and -ſortled' Notion of rhe Goodneſs, and N. 
tits, . Ne altogether 
aw unintelluible : and R which- 
conſiſts in't Imiterion 'of hin; would be ut- 
rerly iat. Thus that Religions and Free- 
Prelate;' But on the other fide, 
Dr. KN the Archbiſhop of Dub. 
lan tells us, + Fhar the beit Ropriſentations we' 
cam nabe of God, are mnifinitely ſbori of Trathy.. 


That Wim, Vndrfanding, and Mare 11 


For , Prede ' awd. Will,” when 


aferib'd to God, are not to be taken 


gence all the moral Attributes of God) 
are mot to be under ſtood to "fy the Jame. 
thing whew apply 208 0 3 and u 

they" an of fo different a nature from wit | 
they are in ws, and ſo ſaperiour to all that we 
can conceive, that there is no more likeneſs be» 

tween them, than betten our Hand ant God's 


ered But all. Nr Enos, ne. 
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I { DISCOURSE 


to his Grace, are to be underſtood * hams: 1 
manner, as when Men aſcribe Hands, and Ehen, 


| and Feet to God; or as when Men aſcribe. 


Anger, Love Hatred, Revenge, Repentance, N 
3 Reſolutions, and in the Jame impro- - 


per Analogical Senſe. So that as his Grace 


would define 8 to be a 
, Wiſe, ; 


of 3 
Being without Parts and Paſſions, Hol 
Jui, True, and Good; his Grace of Dublin 
muſt on the contrary: define 'to 1 * a- 
Being not only without Parts and Paſſions, but 
without Underſtanding, Wiſdom, W il, yy | 


Holineſs, Goodneſs, or Truth. 


_2dly. THE Priefts 3 Fa World 
difter "han Scriptures, and the Authority of 
Scriptures. The * Bramins have a Book of 
Scripture calbd the Shafter. The Perſees have 
their Lundavaſtam. The Bonzes of China 
have Books written by the + Diſciples of 
Fo-HE, whom they call the || God and 
Saviour of the World, who was born to 
teach the way of Salvation, _ . ive ſatiſ 


faction for all Mens Sins. alapoins of ; 


Siam have 4 Boot of on —— | 
1 {$0 10 KOEOPDEN ns the 
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* Lord's Religion of the Banizes and Perſees. 

f Navarette's Voyages, p. 86. | 
* Generis Humani. Conf. Sin. Phil Proem. 

28. ; 

| To Dies Fo-he a ets le Sauveur du monde, II eſt 
ne pour enſeigner, le voye du Salut, & pour expier your 
tous les Pechez. Le Comte, vol. 2. p. 132. 

Tt Tachard Voyage au Siam, _ 1. P. 408. 
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God expelied by t 
have their Aſchoray, © The Rabin, among 
the Samaritans, who now live at Sichem in 
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ſay, was * bor of 4 Virgin, and was} the 
Lee. The Dervizes 


Paleſtine, receive the 
(the Copy whereof is very different from 
ours) as their Scripture ; together with a 
Chr or Hiſtory of themſelves from 
Moss time, quite different from that 
contain * the Hiſtorical Books of the Old . 
This Chronicon is lodg'd in the 
Leyden, and has never 

The Rabbi, among 
the common Herd of Jews receive for 3 
ture the four and twenty Books of the 


Books of Moss 


ofa ns The Prieſts of the Roman G 


the Exg/iſb and other Proteſtant Churches, 
receive for Scripture the four and twenty Books 
of the Ol Teftament, and all the Books ef the 
New Teſtament: but the Rowan receives ſeve- 
ral other Books, call'd Apoerypha, as CO 
which all the Proteſt ant Churches utterly 
je, except the Church of E lands whith, 
differently from all other Chriſtian C Churches, 
receives them as haf Cantnical, readi 
ſome parts of them in their Churches, 4 
thereby excluding ſome Chapters of Canon 


cal W Om _ read.” 
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I MUST obſerve, That dhe Priefs of 


11 Chriſtian Churches differ among..chem- 
— in each Church about the 


the ſame Books of Scripture ; forme reading 


pute of all, is concerning the Hebrew and Sep- 
tuagint, between which two there is a great 


MOR q 
"I. on 
MH. 

n 


Copys-of 


difference; (the latter making the World 


15 Years older than the former:) ta name 
no other Differences of greater or 


leſ 1 
{20 4 


portance. 14 Mole Li 


g . 3 2514 

LASTLY, As the moſt. agtient» Chriſ⸗ 
tian Churches and Priefts | receiv'd ſeveral 
Goſpels and Books of Seriprare which are nom 
loſt, ſuch as * the Goſpel according 10 the Her 


brews, the Goſpel according to tbe Egyptians; 


the Traditions of Matthias, &. and as not 
one of their Succeſſors in the two firſt Cen · 
turys (whoſe Works now remain) but te- 


ceiv'd Books of Scripture, which are either 


loſt to us, or that we reject as Apocryph 
ſo the ſeveral Sets of Chriftians in the Ea 


a> 


and in Africa receive at this day ſome Books 


of Scripture, which are ſo far loſt-to-us; 
that we know only their Names, and others 
which we have and rejeft. As for inſtance, 


the Reverend Dr. GRA x tells us of a Book 
receivd by the | Copticks, calbd the Seerers 
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of PETE. of which we have no 
ndnd *\LyS06tpv's uin us, The 
Aby ſſtinan C receive Vhe A 
Conftirytions ; add PONTEITus 
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8 rod cm the 


| ligible, that we are to dejierid'dh 
the Authority 

| Particulars of the Chriſtian Religion. Others 
| who contend for a greater Perfedtivnr in thi 
Text of Scripture, differ übeut the Tolpitd- 


every Thought and Word areiolpir's; Wine 


infpir*d; "which relate to Fundamentals ” _— 


others that the Books were wr 
500 95 


neſt Men with great Care und 
without any Lafpiratich either with- 
a rar enn 
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from the Eaſt, where it whs ee 
n Iss: both Which ws n 


of their Church for the cru 


tion of thoſe Books ; ſome contending that 


that the Thoughts are inſpir'd; and nit ide 
| Words; ſome that thoſe Thoughts only are 
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veral Scriptures. And tho the Books of the 
Old and New Teſtament are the immediate 
Victates of God himſelf, and- all other Serip- 


Divine of all Books, and by conſequence the 
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IN like manner, the Bramins, Perſtes, 
* | 3 = 


all other Priefs who build their Religion on 


Books, muſt from the nature of things vary 


about Books in the ſame Religion, about the 


* 
* 


Iaſpiration, and Copys of thoſe Books. 


zh. THE Prieſts differ about the Senſe 
and Meaning of thoſe Books they receive as 


Sacred. Ibis is evident from the great 
number of Sects in each Religion, founded 


on the Diverſity of Senſes put on their {6+ 


fares are the Books of Impoſtors; yet are 
the Prieſts of the Chriſtian Church (like 
the Prieſts of all other Churches) not only 
divided into numberleſs Seas, on account of 


their different Interpretations of them, but 


even the Prieſts of the ſame Sect differ end- 
leſly in Opinion about their Senſe and 
Meaning. e | Ft 

To ſet this matter before you in the 


cleareſt manner, and to poſſeſs you with the 
juſteſt Idea of the Differences among Prieſts 


About the Senſe and Meaniog of their. Scrip- 


tures, and to make my Argument the 
ſtronger for the Daty and Neceſſity of Free- 
Thinking ; Iwill confine my ſelf to the mo#t 
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"Firs, I WILL 0 of the 
Nature: of our Holy Books; whereby: you'll 

| ſee the Foundation therein laid for à Diver. 
Che .. ans the EE 

Canin Coun. i % 
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cimen of the Diverſity of Opinions among 5 
the Prieſts of the Church of Eugland, pre. 


tended. to be deducd from them: for. all . 
their Differences are too great to be enumera> = 3 
ted. From whence you'll calily inter, hae 
there muſt be an infinite number of Opinions 4 
among all other forts of Priefts, as to the 
Meaning of their Scriptures ; fince the wor . 
Divine of all Books lays ſuch a foundation A+; < 0 Fl 
for difference of Opinion, that Prieſts of. the 0 
ſame Sect are not able to agree, tho either 
q 
p 


Art, nor Force, nor Intereſt are wanting 0 7 
compel them to an 4 in Opinion. = 


Firn, 'AS to an Idea of the Nature * 5 
our Holy Books, I will not pretend to ſo | 
much divine 8 as to draw their 487 4 1 
Character my felt; therefore take tige 


following account - 4 them from the Rigbr 
; Ng Biſhop TAYLOR, a Prelate well 
known ſor his learned Deſence of the 7 | 
0 1% of Epiſeepen, his Lift 1 the Bleſſed be 
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sus, and ' Books of Droition; us 
ke wife for his Suffering for the Cburch of 
Englund and Royal Family, during the late 
_ Civil Wars. This Religious Prelate tells us, 
* That there "are innumerable places f the | 
Scriptares derm in them great Myſterys, 
bs: #1" ir 4 «Cloth, or ſo dark 
ned with Umbrapes, - or beightew'd with Exe 
preſſions, or ſo 3 with s and Gu. 
ments of "Rherorich, ſo profound in the Mat- 
ter, or fo intricate ber eee in the 
C lothing and the ; that God may ſee 
n Tri, of our Tniluſbry, and 
Arguments 8 per feibions, and 4s Orr. 
ſtons of our Charity rut brody 
and Humiliry in + in our ſelves, rather than 4 
Repoſitorys of Faith, and. Farnitare of ea 
and Articles of Belief. 


see 2. oY ſays, That FE are 1 


ſand Copy of the Seri ares, which were writ 
bra of 2 mereſts * (be waſions, 
uch diſſerent Under ſtandings empers, 
ſuch 22 Abilitys and Fre that 
there is great Variety of Readings, both in mA 
Old and New Ten. 1 


* 


p. 96. 3. THAT there are many Sth of 258. | 
ture which have 4 doable Senſe, 4 Literal and 
4 Spiritual, And both theſe Senſes are ſabili- 
vided : For the Literal S 9 is natural or Job 
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5 THERE 23 plan of np .99 
* ther great '\Miyſfterys, 
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e eee and or 

Conſtitution of them is. ſuch, that 

. certain Mark to deter mine whether 

the Senſe r . 
namen * 
1 oo THERE are ſome of Sep: | 
Mus rs heve: the falf-fame eile, 
2 preceptive Words, the ſums Reaſon and | 


in all appearance ; and yet mutt be 
ae, i fe, aa 8 


4 SOME Polars of Seriptare. are bre 
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ſality of © the Teras amd ſubjet# Mutter, ar by "8 
the infinite Variety of human Underſt andinge, - 

they ſeem to divers Men, nay to the ſame Mex 
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8. THAT the Ane egy 
not certainly to be underſtood by conſidering the 
Context and Connettion of the Parts, For 
when there are two or three Antecedents and 
Sabjetts moon of, what Rule ſball aſcertain 
me that I make my reference true, by dr 
the Relation to ſuch an Antecedent? For in 
4 Contexture where one part does not always 
depend upon another, where things of different 
natures intervene and interrupt the firſt In · 
tentions ; there expounding Cao 0 
Context is not 3 very Fenn met 
find out the true Meaning. 


9. COMPARING of Placer iciompoly 
great Pretence to fix the Senſe of Scripture; 
but comparing of Places it of pu indefinite Ca- 
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pacity, that if there be ty of Wards, 
Variety of Senſe, ' Alteration ee 
or Differemee of Stile wvine Writers, 
then there is nothing that may be more abu d 


by wilful People, or may mort eaſily deceive the 


| Unwary, or that may more _— in- 


| ring to which, every one might argue ok 


telligent Obſerver. 
10. SCRIPTURES we be 5 


be expounded by Analogy of Reaſon. But un- 


leſs there were ſome Iutellectus Univerſalis 
furniſb'd with infallible Propoſitions, by refer 
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iel may dective- as well ac" any of the 
#1 HET _ CY mew Mens” 


11. 0 ens b —— ; 3 
tare by the Analogy of Faith, But hag oh 
Chimera, 4 thing in nubibus, which varies lite 
the right band 4 . hand of 4 Pillar. 


12. CONSULTING o 4 
thought 4 great matter in the Interpretation of 
Seriprare. But the difficulty « in the Thing 
however e vhs the leaſt in the Language. - 

The Inſpeftion of the Original is no more cer- . 

tain way of Interpretation now, than it was in 

the primitive Ages of the Church, when there 
wa a e Variety ' Tranſlations of ** _ 

Bible, never 4 one like another. 1 


. 2dh. I. Now proceed to give u Set- 1 
men of the Diverſity of Opinions of the "vt 
Prieſts of the Church of Enland, all pre. 
tended to be dedue d from the Scriptures. _ 


x. THE moſt fundamental PoAtrine * 6 
the whole Chriſtian Religion, is the Dochrine 1 

the Ever-bleſſed Trinity: And yet what - - "nl 

ifferent Notions of the Trinity do the Prieſts 1 
pretend to deduce from Scripture? Some e 
make the Orthodox Doctrine to conſiſt in & | 
Y [FO diftintt, eternal, perfetth * Beings, , 


* © Bl Doctrine of the Fathers, Cc. part 1. P 3 
| Wu. . 
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9 DISCOURSE + 
3 4. [perifick Unity; in rr: 
with the Orchodox Prieſis of "the foureh Cen. 
= tun, and particularly St. A THAN ASAG, 

ia Who ſays, (2) The Perſons of the Trinity e 
one: God, 4 Para Ring, n 5 
a AE ana "Mam ' * 4 
1 SOME G eee abr didnt cw 4 
i | nal, equal Beings, whoſe . is 1 0 name 
+. rice and. partly jpreifed. i 


4 SOME (7): maintaia e, Aten, 
Xx nal, unequal Beings, the firſt where 
Ft ſejexiensy and the NY ee. 
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* 


AN D theſe OY are © ſubdivided Fe 1s 
of them making the Son and Holy Ghoſ to 
flow from the 1 by an inherent Neceſ- 
ſity of Nature, and others to he tie Effect 
of a voluatary Operation of- * Father. 


SOME (4d) make hs Perſots: to? beo 
eternal Modes of Subſiſtence, or internal Re- 
lations of the one  Subjtance" of the Deity: to 
it _ And pang: o this pe 
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(a) A Opera. Ed. Par, wal, 2. f. ace 
(0) Sberlock's Vind, of the Trinity, and'its Defence, 
| (e) Fowler's 28 Propoſ. Bulli Deſenſ. Fid Nic. Cu- 
wort b's Intell. Syſt. Payne's Sermons and Letter to the 
Biſhop of R- a And Dr. Clarke's eriptute· Doctrine ol 

the Trinity, | 

(4) Dr. South's 9 e charg d. 
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"SOME @ make the Thing wa conkift 


h all Ex 
as from din e dal a 
e E himſelf. A ge 


1010. OTHERS desc wn 
of the n * without any Senſe 
or Explication at all, conceixing the Article 
of Fanbeo be in (omerhing ae. | 


2. THE Frits diſpute, Ii Herber the 


Doctrine of the Trinity I Fundamental and 
neceſſary Artich of "he Chriſtian Faith of no. 
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& abe T'citheiſin chabg'; 1 62. = 
_ (6) Wallis Letters of the Trinity. Lott. 3. „ 49, 41. 
| 8 c) Fit Lett. þ. it. 

d Third Lett. þ. 42. =; Nn 2 
9 He's Inftitutions of the Trinity. 
(7) Gaſtrel's Could. on 9 Niet 
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more be 4 Chriſtian-without rhe Belief of tho 


Trinity, than he can be 4 Man without 4 fu. 4 


tional Soul, And our Right Reverend Bi- 
ſhop (6) Bu L has wrote à Book-againſt* 
Ep1$Scoe1us and others, to prove the 
Neteſſity of believing the Trinity and Intarns- 
tion. Indeed the greater number of 'Priefts' 
are in that Sentiment. For as the Righe 
Reverend (c) Biſhop TAYLOR obſerves,” 
The, Example of ſo extellent «Man a THA 
NAS1US is bis Creed, har” been follow d"with*- 
too much Greedineſs ; all the World in Fattions," 

all damning one another, each Party dam d by 
all the reſt ; and there it no Diſagreement in 
Opinion,' but Damnation preſeath to all” e 
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agree; . ; 
2 8 8 + 15 2-99 
. " 


| rennen * We 
BU T this Religious Prelate is not himſelf 
of that opinion. He ſays, F it be confided ; 
how many People underſtand not the Athana- 
ſian Creed, hom contrary to natura Nenne + - 
ſeems, hom lattle the Seripture ſays of h 
Curioſitys of Explication, hom Tradition is not 
clear on ATHANASTIuSs“ fide for the Ar- © 
ticle it ſelf, hom ATHANASTuS put" to ; 
it to make an Anſwer and Excuſe for. the F 
thers who expreſs'd themſelves like: Arians, how 
the Arians oppeaPd to the. Fathers for Trial, 
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(a) Ded. Epig to Trith. chatg d. 
75 De Neceſſit. credendi; x. 
c) Polemick Works, p. 98 6. „ 
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N Creed, which conſiſts cnly in 
 Anticleof Tau as there 


3. THE-+: Priefts of or Clu: 
pute, Whether at the Refurretion 
{hall have a Body confiſting-of tha 
numerical Particles of Matter that were 
ia the Grave: Whether they ſhall 


Body confifting of . numerical 
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* ticles of Matter that have been ſome time 
or other vitally united to the Sul during the 
ſnall have 
a Body conſiſting of Particles of Matter that 
were never united to the Soul during the 


Life of the Man: n ſhall not 
have a Body conſiſting 3 
Matter wr Aprons, * 121 ly, Whether 


ory ſhall on wh any Body ors vt 
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4 OUR-Pricfts at, and for man years 
ale the Reformation, were C. 
viniſts or Predeſtinarians, as is evident from 
the * Articles of the Church; from the #\Bi- 
lies printed in Queen ELIZABETH, time, 


to which are often annex'd-an Apalqg y r 
| Preaeſtination, anſwering the common Objeltions = 


made by Atheiſts, Deiſts, Socinians and L- 
bertines, againſt that ſaving Doctrine of the 
Goſpel; from the ||| Saffrage f rhe! Divines 
of Great Britain deliver d Ig them to the Sy- 
_ "Wort, March 16. 1619. as the Senſe = 

Curb of England; where the foe 
Poinrs (as they are calPd) are all determin'd 
on the Calvi 


viſtical fide, agreeable to the 


Deciſions of that Holy Symod\: And laſtly, 


ſrom all their Boołs till the time of B:ſhop 


bw b. In WR time vas made F. e 
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now at leaſt nine parts in ten of the. — 19 
tones 


who preach every Sunday contrary 
K — eas. ſubſerib d. 80 true are 


the Obſervations of Biſhop TAYLOR ad 
Mr. W #1 s ron; the ſieſt whereof ſays, 


* That there i no Church which is in Proj, oe 
rity, bat alters her. Doctrine every Age, (it 
by bringing in nem Doctrines or coniradidting 


lle oll; which ſhows, that ; none are 7 
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* * 7 25 


with themſelves or- with 3 
And the latter, That there is ſcaree any 
 Clergyman: of the Church that has: confer. 
2 »gs with care, who believes a 
the Thirty nine hy re my in their pr 7 and 
2 — 33 However, the Ortho- 
quite — rag We have had our- Bade 
DEA uUx's and our IAN 's, both Profeſſors. 


of the Divinity-Chair in Oxford.z..,0ur, 


Caxrrons and our DAVENAN TS 
both Biſhops; and have now our Sou THS/ 
and our EDWARDS“s of Oxford and Game 
bridge ; and ſeveral. others who appeat in he- 
halt of our old Religion 


vigour (but it muſt be. confeſy/d very weak- 
ly) lately attack'd. che Reverend Dr. WAI .. 
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"7 2 UT Propheſjing, 2 55 
_ + Eflays, . 238. B * 1 


ELIZAIETR“ꝰSs time is not 


agaioſt the nume? 
rous Innovators among the Clergy. The 
two laſt mention d Div ines have With great 
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Peer SA 
oo omitdoing juſtice to that Profound" and Or. 
— _ - thodox relate the preſent Biſhop e Lande, 
/ , whom many have often heard with ſatiſ- 
8 faction inculcate the Du „ 
* rion hor ger EINE © nos 
wg; OUR Priefls Ape dai SY 
Torments are eternal or no; and forme of the 
moſt eminent eirher doubt of their Ecernity, © + 
or deny them to be Erna. The famous 
Divine and Philoſopher Dy. HunzY ; 
 Moxe aw, The' _— and a , in 
38 8 Seripture ar either that 
WY OE which prope yevertafng, or which lar 
. 4 long time ; fo that we are nor able to 
El wounce for the Eternity or Perpetaity of ' Hell- 
Ki: 2 Terms, A 3 Comminations are 
1 not, tho Promiſes 1 aſmuch as 
1 in Comminations the Cs Credi· 
1 tor, and he that i menaced the Debtor | that 
. owes the Puniſhment; bat in Promiſes he that 
HE 0 promiſes betomes the Debtor, and he to w_ 
1 the Promiſe "i Foe tory x Whence the 
Nee 'd to make” — 
5 YL | Promiſe, a | ow: the Debtor Br Com- 
_ minator, us the * — * not obig 4 
. To c "the Pamſbment ; it in the power _ 
r 1 
F he will, Wherefore in this Commination of 
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of all Prieſts, Dr. Freren in. his 
celebrated” Sermon of Hell-Torments, © 
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— Opinion y 
Mans ipe Treatiſe writies an old Smet 
(ſo 7. calls neck ee Mr. Wur- 
007) at Norwich, FRED 
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able for its religious Obſervation". of the 
| Lord's-Day, as Scotland is at this day. And 
I can. meet wich no publick remarkable In- 
ſtance of the Breach of that Hy Dey, du 
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1 A, 
n 
eformation to the Rei 


of King IAM ES I. Eagland was as remark» 


ring the long Reign of Queen EL IZ A- 


BET H, unleſs at * Ay LM EA the Biſhop of 
London's Houſe in Fulham, Where his Lord 
ſbip and others (J ſuppoſe his Chaplains): aſe, 
to play at Bowls on Sunday. But King 
JAMES publiſh'd a Proclamation tor Sports 
on that Holy Day, obliging all Miniſters to 


read jt in their Churches. And + ſeveral 


Prieſts in his Reign, and that of his Succeſſor 


CHARLES I. (whether in compliance with 
the Profaneneſs of the Court, I ſhall not de- 


termine) wrote Books to ſhew that Sund 
was »0 Sabbath, and that there was no Mora- 


lity in obſetving the Lord's-Day: all which 


were anſwer' d and retuted by ſeveral other 
Godly andOrthodox Divines. Nor is this 


Controverſy. yet bury'd ; for very lately a 
High and Reverend |} Prieſt has wrote for 
the Lawfulneſs of Sports on that Holy Day. 


5. OUR Prieſts diſpute; whether Epiſ- 
copacy be of Divine or Human Toftitution; 


„ — asf 


5 *X Stype's. Life of imer, p. 218, 4. 


+ Prideaux, Brerewood, White, Heylin, Dowe, Pock- 
lington, Met, gc 00d, bs 4 5 i : 
| Avrer on the Name, Notion, Ec. of the Sabbath, 
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a en which, according to moſt of — 
concerns the very Eſſence l the Church. 


＋ HAT the latter x was the Opinigs' of, * Yo 
our Church (and of courſe once. the Opi- 1 
nion of many Priefts) from the Reformadat. 14 
to the Reſtoration of King C MAKLER HI. 
is evident 5 for as a Noble Peer obſerv'd in 

a * Speech made in the wy of Lok Pick. 

1 Ordination was and ra 

in the Church from the Beginning of the Res. 
formation till. the. Aﬀ of Uneformity ( wt 


— /S 


Alam d of no, Ordination. but Epiſcopal) 
ſever 23 were made e 5 
ordain'd by Bie. But yet ſoche 


+ few Prieſts before the Refforarion, d 
more ſince, — 705 wrote for the Divine Right 
Bpiſcopacy ; and "tis now become . 
fable Squa bble in the Charck. There, 
are. not onſy Prieſts on both ſides of rhe, 
Queſtion, but oge eminent Prieſt, Dr. 8 4 144 
LIN GE LEE T, is himſelf on both fides ;- 
when he was a Presbyter, he wrote a 

to prove the human Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy ; 
and when be was a Biſbop, he () wrote es 
prove it of Divine Inſtitution; juſt Ie 
AYLMER. Biſhop of London, who befers 


he was made Biſhop thought, (5). the Lands EY 3 1 


rr n pap} * . "7 A | 
bw” State-Tradts, p, + % 1 « | I * 24 15 R {} 8 7 es. 3 
4 Biſhops Hall ad Taylor, r 1 
I Irenicum. © N Bi 


). Charge to hls Clergy, in. n 
0 nw s Life by 'E 4 Þ N 268 , 6p, _ . 
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France and Spain; but when he was a Bi 


ſoo, be apply'd_to/ himſelf: theſe- words, 
I was # Child, e 4 4 9 N 
thought as « Child. 


8. THE Dofrine of 
whether Men are now liable to be damn d ö 
for A v a M's Sin (which is the Foundation 


of the whole Chriſtian Re nog T 41 for- 
AYLOR- 


and the Biſhop of Rocheſter, bal; is at this 
day between the Reverend Dr. Wa 1. T Ur 
— the Reverend Dr. EpwaR ps of Ty 
e in Oxford. {| 


WHETHER. our Saviour's Soul 


24. 


exified in Heaven before his | Incarnation, 
was lately debated between Dr. Fo wr ER. 


che 2 Biſhop. of Gloaceffer, and Dr. 


SükRTLocx, Who have each of them ne 
other Prieſts for their Seconds, _ 


10. LAY-BAPTISM was expre Ny al . 
low'd of in the Rabrick of our — 15 110 
before the Office of private 2 
Jawzs I's Reign, in theſe words 
thoſe that are at-rhe erage — 
God, and ſay the Lord's 1 if the ine 
will ſuffer 4 en one e of them Jo name 


Ws Polenick Worte prey, 
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b ee r. Aud as far ad m Ribs 
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beft Churchmen till very lately; 


the Reverend Mr. 8 L nn 5s 4 
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ratift) affirming; * That" the 
niſtred in ſport AAA ben be 
wes 4 Fleatbhen Scioul. Bey, e 


, wat valid and not to'be veiter 
—_— io, ang? n 
no othey' part of 
the Church; But of late mar R 
have been paſ'd on the Bi of _ | 
and Books written againſt 25 
9 * The Fab in the” Triniey 
gives every Man « vig e 
Ibu bas been the pls we 2 Safe the Chareh 
for above 140 Tears; 1 — rial m- 


ter it tert uin of great Authority, - They, r. 
kow'd that 2 06 en 
5 4 Ghe 5 2 15 ng 
Bates be they who” give it — or H. 
retic is, "Clergy ir Li; and” in ie latter 
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Mr. BLAXx TON 
the woſs . | 
Learned and ns PD ge „ Charch of | 
England from the ir 1d e the Tear 
1634. all condenoni 4-unlavful a 
un by God's Aa which could 
add a great many . bo, have follow'd. 
our primitive Clergy in this point, and eaſily. 
make Mr..B.4axToN's Book as big as the. 
Hiſtory of Paſtvo- Obedience. I. will only, 
throw in the Opinion of that great Caſuiſt 


and . profound Divine, Biſhop SA NUR 


so N, n to be. 
8 inte 
ul Intereſs for'bis Mony to b gat 
2. of all the ten Comm 3 5 
particalariy of. the fourth, becaaſe 2 Plough 
goes an Sundays. But our, Priefts. are now 
almoſt, univerfally chang'd in this matter. 
And I have nat heard of any one of late, 
except the Reverend Mr. Da vID Jonas. 
who takes Ulury. to be a Sin. On the con- 
trary, it e to be ſuppos d — they now 
account it a Chriſtian Vertue, ſince there are 
ſo many among em who are. common, Stocks 
jobbers on the Change, and who act the part 
of Attorneys and Seriveners in their Fa- 
riſhes, in placing out 22 on Securitys a at 
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12. THEY diſpute whether: Men a 


to be of the Prieſts Religion, or the Me. 
 giſtrates, or 


are to judg for themſelves. In 
the Reign of CHARLES II. (That King 
aſter their own: heart) their Leader Dr. 
Pak k EA ſaid, That in Caſis and Di 


puter of 4 publick Concern, privare:- Men haus 
10 power over” their own Aitions, -they are wot 


termin'd by their onn:Wills';, but by the Cam. 


manids aud Determinations of the publiot Con- 


ticnce.or Magiſtrate. And if there i n Sis 
2 the — be that impos 4 it, ſpall an- 
ſwer furt. Again, That in ll diſput able Ca- 
it us better o err with Authority; thut is, 


with the Magiſtrates, than 10 be: in the right 


geirſ it. But fince the Magiſtrate has laid 


alide all Claim to Dominwn over Mens 
Minds and Conſciences, by ceaſing 


and impriſon Men on the {core of Religion, 
and by granting a Toleration ; they 1 . 
ſet up the Authority of the Prieſt (which 
they call the Chereh) and make. the Ma» 
giſtrate himſelf, who is by Law» he ſupreme 
Governour in all Cauſes and over al Perſons, 
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tical as Civil, the Prieſts Ecele- 


Laity. Some few Prieſts, fuch as Mr. 
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zd others now living, aſſerted 
the Right of all Me Men 'ts Jad 
ſelves. © 3 


The, COULD 
how t I 
e Kew his their Sins, about the Ind. 
pendency of the Church on the State, about 
the Sacrament bring 4 proper Sacrifice,” about 
the real Preſence in the Sacrament, about the 
Prieſts of the Chriſtian Charch 
Prieſts; and indeed about 
the whole Chriſtian Religion, 
about the' Meaning of almoſt every 
the Bible: But what I have 
fufficient to prove their Divi 
Meaning of the Scripture in matters 06 the 
greateſt importance, I may juſtly conclude 
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Sa fr 


that it is neceſſary for every Man, inſtead of 
145 g upon them, to think fach for hin- 


and proceed to the ſecond 1 nf 
ther Conduct. n 


*% 


24ly, A SECOND kun of their 


Conduct, whereby they make Free-Thinkia 
unavoidable, is, their owning in expre 
words the Doftrines 


tradictory to owe enetber, ang 10 8 
THE a Dr. Sa Chant. 


doning Paſſive- Obedience, the 
_ mw . ** we — 


, — by. * c 
* 8 . * 6 ic {v 
- 


"" _ — Gandhas. wands fan. 4 


of the Charch to * cus | 


KS 8.4 Jo de We ' * | 
I * * Wenn * 14. — ay r * 2 ** NN ey "A N one” 


* 5 7 * 
. by 


7 banale. ; 5 ö | 


render our- ſelves be moſt 
EN By which Rd 

gage en 3 e 
upon him condemning the Doctrine 

Paſſve-Obedience, that many Doctrines of 

the Church were inoonſiſtent and contradic- 
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n Chorch in the world, F 3 
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band; all which would be look'd on as eftonifh» 

ig pig mpoſſibilitys ; and get as far ſhort of the 
other, "as the greateſt Finite u of an 

between which rhe ' Diſparity r e 

For that God ſboald tramsſamm himſelf, and 
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God. dull aof do, had it: not beew-affualy dame... © 
It i {as it were) to cancel the eſſential Diſe 


rl tante — things, to remove the Bounds of Na. 
11 een, — — and Earth, and: (what- 
* - & more) bos Ends of ' a Contradiftion tage- 


ther. Again, the ſame: Reverend Perſan ſays, 

in relation to his Faith about the Per ſon of 

F. 316. Chriſt, That were 2 nat to be ador d as 4 
| Myſtery, it would be 98 4 4 Contre- 


An 


Dr. —— Nn his Myſtery of 
Godlinſs ſays, There #»ſcarce any Church in 
Chriſtendom r this day (in the next Page he 
ſays, the whole viſible Church in what Nation 
ſoever' ander Heaven) which does not obtrade 
oF not only plain Falſboods, but "ſuch Falſhoods 
43 that will appear to any free Spirit pare Contra». 
Wh ditions and Impdſſibilitys, and that with the 
- | ſame Gravity, Authority; and -Importanity, 

that they do the holy Oractes of Gad. Io 

8 which I crave leave 10 add his judicious Re- 
Wit. flection that foſlows, tho foreign to my pre- 
F ſent Deſign, That this Condudt of the Prieſt 
5 i a heavy ſight to the truly Religious, and j 
[iP to the Profane, who take advantage therely 
Ed” againſt the whole Myſtery of Piety, — there 

wes no truth int, becuuſe that ſo 7. 7 FA. 
hooas are urg d upon them with the 3 . 
 demneſs as * e things that (wert I "not for 
the ſerious Pa on of the Prieſt in other 
open 7 95 ) might Wi” with "ny 4. true. 
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HE Remerind«Dr. Grazie. (A Man ' 
Speed at the Charge of her moſt Excel · 
lent Majeſty, -encouragd byi the moſt emi· 
nent Dieines ot _ Church: in his under. 
taking to Ale candriam Manaſcrige 
of 2 employ'd by our Ec» 
cleſiaſtical Governours to vindicate our eſta» 
bliſh'd Faith againſt the Reverend Mr. 
 WarsTORN) acknowledges. certain. N Al- 
ſes and Defects to have crept into our Church; 


perticularly, Fer "SA bare. prinkbings at 
. 4's Supper, | 


ater with Nine in the Lor 

3 . 
my which 4buſes,. he ſays, we are-guilty of, 
ition to the — — the 
. pars and the plain Teſtimony Serips 
Faves.” "How fr the Reverend Doorn is in 
the as to all theſe particu not 
oo pect to the — 

ng 


pretend to ſuy; but with ref} 
I have often wonderꝭd how Men profelh 

to believe in. the. Bills, and patticularly thole 
who pretend to underſtand it — 
the Senſe of the primitive Church, cad live 
in the Practice of "rating Blood, and thi ings. 
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| +Dr. Hicx xs, was for .reftori 


vid. becauſe the 
and in the New Teft ame ut, 
to abſtain from things frangled and From 


Blood, LT And 
this Precrpt was ſo religi y obſ 


periment made aſe of by you Hdtheus, for the 


diſcovery of Chriſtzans, is to try whether" t 
will eat Black-puddings ; von well — 


Dr. eee as: e e infra by 
OO 


..Cbarch tal 


Ot pong and 
OR ih more or leſs 


correFed in. 


the Reformation (which by this Account was 


a Reformation — particularly 
Praclłice of Chriſm in Confirmation ; — 2 4 
the Sick with Oi; Confeſſion, and Sicerdotal 
Abſolution as judicial; and Prayer for the 
Souls of the Dead; che nant of al which ing | 
3 811 in the lame ne 1 
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Inter tentimenta Chriftianorum * — diſ- 

tentos admovetis, certiſhmi ſciticet illicitum eſſe penes 

. per quod exorbitare vultis. Opera, * p. 210. 
1 Account of Dr. Grake, * 10. 
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GAIN He mentions particular De- 
feds; ſuch as + the want of 4 Sid gr, 
Baſſet to ple the Elements on eee 
70 Church in the ſame Dreſs we go-0 
and Balls, © > IIa weed YH ak We Be 
Cart ett l enen 
HR: ſays likewiſe, 3% That 2nd Kis 
dom many unchriſtian Maxims, extremely burt- - 
ful and detriment to the Chriſtian Religian, 
e Je Laws, vi. That the Ning 
* 3s the. 0 Ordinary; Tbat Cm 
- made by the Church Regent or Epiſcopal 
þ Chrifans in Con- 4 
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e. N — 
2 . e place for oer Bahr before dar 
Souls and for this World more than for Ever- 
nity, Bat rhey retain the primitive Mr 
Sweden: they reform nat backwards, 1 
| he OUR eg poor hi 

defettive, when we pr {apy 


forthe Reſort of Only Die „ 


b a FOURTH Inſtacos-vf- whe ; 
Prieſts Conduct, is, Their ws they wil 


not till the Truth, and waking it Diary 
Rar ay of cg, rel the wrath.” 


UPON: int: of Dr. WANN mv. 
ing enden vour'd to ſtate by LA and Hi. 
ſtory the Power of our Printer ver" Symods 
4nd Convocations, Dr. ATTERBURY fays, 
* Were all that Dr. Wa K E ſays eorprifly true 
1 juſtifiable, et whether in labouring the 
"Point as he does, un bim- 
_ felf'f wiling to prove the Chay a haue no 
Rights and e be * Aecens yrs in 
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To.” Rigbts of an ug Convocation, TY 3 
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wits of Religion and the Order'; e 
3 Leide A. . 
10 a. 
'A RBVEREND Prelate, ina” Letter 
to Mr. W x1$s ron About the moſt impot- 
cant Article of the whole Chriſtian Religion, | 
the Eternal 1 of aur Bleſſed Saviour, 
re . If you are ſure you are in the 
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Dr. 1 of Oxford f with Te. 7 
ſpecd to the Reverend Mr. Wars Tons. , 
the Doi#rines of the Fer- 3 
Trinity and the Eternal Divinity of our Lord, 1 
That 4 4 the 'Qaths, Sabſcriptions, ee = = 1 
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d Declarations; 979 ng Chaige and 
' " Fetters, as One imagine Tem 1 

be, ought not 10 de Dick ee — 4 

* this profound Divine, the 

ate never to have any regard for Truth 

when it happens to agree with — 
they have once taken, and the Subſcriptions 

and Declarations they have once made. Thus 
a Mahometan or Popiſi Prieſt is for ever to 
continue true to his falſe Oaths, Subſcriptions, 
and Declarations; and. a Church-of-England. 
_ to continue true to his Oaths,. 8c. 
not becauſe he is in —_ but becauſe be 
has 7 worn and be 


THAT eminent 8 Archbiſhop 

Cc RANMER, by the following Query laid 

by him before King Henry VIII. fu _— 
ſhow?d his Diſpoſition to — the Tr 

from-the-Laity; and by conſequence muſt 

have . the et 9 in "OTE : 
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IF the C 159 * that the cones ſort 
'of Men have them in 4 higher Veneration, 
* becairſe they; are perſuaded that it lieth in the 
Mill and Power of Prieſts to remit or not re- 
mit Sins at their : pleaſure ; whether in ſuch 
> the ſaid Clergy offend, "if they wink at 
#his, and voluntarily Jaffer. — 15 continue 
in this Opinion? 
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Dr. Cun woa ru, who has wrote the moſt | 
learnedly of all the Divines of our Church, 1 
in his Intellemual Syſtem of the Univerſe, a: =_— } 
gainlt Atheiſm, is charg'd\ with being an 1 
Atheiſt for that very Book, by a Reverend + 
Divine, Who only. gaſes it by ſaying, 4 
That the moſt. that Charity is ſelf. can alow © 
CCC 
voy favour able Character io the World, is, ð 
That be # an Arian, 4 Socimian, cr Deůt. 
Thus the late Archbiſhop...T.1, 1.0.7.0 
and the preſent Bilhop of e — 
with Socinianiſm by the + Reverend Mr. EG 
LESLEY; and in a Book of Dr. Hic ___ RH 
Dr. TrLLoTs ON i fad to by this grills OE 
Atheife 1h ever gin van 1 190 noun * 
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THUS the Reverend Dr. CAR R 

and Mr. SAM u BS and Mr, Jo nN 
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we ever had againſt Popery, goes common 


nh, A SIX TH Hnftance of the Pricfts 
Conduct, is, Their rendring the Canon of 
Scripture uncertain. 


T, 7 
82 


Dr. Gxaznn fays, + That the Canon of 
Soripture was not made while the Apoſtles were 
alive”, no not e, after the Martyrdom of 
PETER and PAur, when CLEMENS 
wrere bit Epiſtle to the Corinthians; wherein 
the Old Teftament is frequently cited, hut not 


. . ee N r MY 3 „ 
r i RT 4 J en l ee N . Wo K. 'S 1 
4 l 8 COMES 4% * 4 — LY Owe” oy by” ** 7 477 275 e "» 4 "ey T as . 75 » * b 
TT WF, n iy g 3 1 : "* $ 4 * by Fes 4 og N K : 5 | 8 a 
«< WE 9 * . r W . 2 . dy, * 8 N 
* 1 - * 


Reverend * Mr. CAA OL; and Mr: 
| Cn11.LInGwWoRrT u, the abkft Advocate 


one Paſſage out of the New, except from thoſe 
| Epiſtles whicth Paul had ve, fo the Co- 


rinthians. From thence it u to be infer'd, 


that CLEMENS thought the Corinthians 1 


were acquainted with no other Scriptures, but 


 Panr's Epiſtles to them, The caſe # the 
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brum allegavit. Spell. Secul, 1, % % %/%u'ahB 
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* Remarks on Clarke's LeQures. i Defence of the 
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Remarks. Diſſert. againft Locke. 


+ Canon ſacrorum librorum non ſtatim ab initio Ec- | 


cleſiæ, vivis adhuc Apoftolis, factus erat; imo ne quidem 
mox poſt martyrium Pauli & Petri, quo tempore S. Cle- 


mens Epiſtolam dabat ad Corinthios, Canon erat condi- 


tus, ſiquidem ipſe ſæpiſimè veteris quidem Teſtamenti 
Scripturas, nullam vero novi Inſtrumenti allegavit; ex- 
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ceptis 11s, quæ ad ipſos Corinthios ab Apoſtolo datæ erant, 


Uteris: unde colligere eſt, Ciementem nullas Alias Co- 


riathiis notas exiſtimaſſo. Similis quoque ratio Barnabe 
& Hermz, quorum uterque paulo poſt excidium. Hiero- 
alymitanum ſcripſit, neuter ullum Novi Teſtamenti li- 
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2 Maiis 1 * Ther ma 10 Col $108 
iam made any Books Scyiptere, Ms 1 
ther s 6 u, till above 12 
fer Tears after the Death of Chi. . Not of J 
the Epiſtles certainly ;. for. concerning thr A n 
thors and IE of - ſome of ihe theſe there 1 


wert great Diſputes and Doubts in t 1 
ſtolical. pers <p the following Ages ; 25 4 
had never hanpen d, had am of the 1% furvir 1 
Ving Apoſtles conſtituted 4 Canon, N -@ [ 
the four Goſpels ; the reading 25 3 in tbe _ 1. 
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uf "is uſqve, nimirum ab anno evulgatz B 155 

« prioris.D, Pauli ad Theſfal, ad tempus uſque * Jo- - 
annis Evangelii, dimidiam fere died ſeculum, ien 
erant hi libri, ac ſepatatim circumferebantur igt. 

| E omni eeterprum/go » Nondum enim "erat - 

acta Collectio aliqua five Epi olaru _ five etiam 
yangeliorum. Non Epiſtola rum 'certe;  fiquidem oe 
aliquarum ex his ſeu autorihns (en zutoritäte, 4 
ipſas Eccleſias Apoſtolicas ſeculis proxime ſequenci- 2 
bus privatim dubitatum ac publicè diſputatam fut; | 
Ia neutiquam accidiſſet i ab aliquo Apoſtolorum ad- e 

huc ſuperſtite, ac preſertim Joanne, certus ipſarum nums- 22 
rus fuiſſet conſticutus, Neque vero Bvangetiorum : de 
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duo amtient Writers of ace Matters, 
Jos will hardly. find two that agree ip the _ 
| _— (Numer 0. Canonical Books. | 


AGAIN he e + No. one. an! * 
norant, that ſome of the truly Canonical: 
of the Apoſtles were doubted of in the tree 


ors Cenrurys of eme. NN 
ehh. A SEVENTH Inflance of their 


* C &, is, Their owning and laboaring 8 

= prove be Text of the en N 
1 THE Reverend Mr. Guzconrx, of 
E-... Chrift-Charch in Oxford ſays, || There... nd 
K: profane Author whatſoever, cxteris paribus, 
© bas ſuffer d ſo much by the hand of Ti * 
1 the New Te ment has done. 
11 | 
V8 Dr. MI rs has publiſh'd/ a Book con- 
. taining alFthe various * of the New 
#8 Teſt ament he has been able to meet with; 


and they amount, accordipt 1 (te A. 
| _, 8 | eee " Ar: 1 13 "a 
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N later, omnes 3 EcclefiaflicaramSerip. 14 
tores vix duos in eodem numero librorum Canonicorum 
conſentientes re periea.  Apud Entii Bibl. Sandbam, p. 376. 

I De nonnullis ex vetè Canonicis Ae libris, 

ttibus prioribus Chriftianiſwi. ſeculis dubixatum ſuiſſe, 
. peminem fugit. Codex Can. uind. Edit, Cleric, by 5 95 
al Preface to bis Poſthumous Works, 
e Pref. Nor, * eſt. wee 
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| How che Ten of is e 
by this Werk of Dru MIL bs, you may ſee 
by the late Learned C of Dr. Wir- 
r, Who in al thus declares his Judg- 
ment of it. Says he, The vith quantity f 
Various Re aue by the Doctor muſt 
of - our fe mus the —— Ju/picions, 
that nothing certain can be expetted {ou Books, 
where there - ard'' various Reading 
Verſe, and almoſt in every — every Ver yr 
Mox1nus aged the Depravation' of the 
Greek Text, which ſeems to malin itt —— 
#hotity, from the great Variety of Readings 
that he ba in the Manuſcript Cops of 
„ —— —.— will the 4 rü. 
over th IT Scriptars, n they 
thoſe Readings made four times as" many, 72 
at length increas by 4 large A f \ More» 


Or # docs ad ng, Pro- 
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Sega reddet, Ine ſuſpiciones haud parva 
1 rum quid cert? ex libris in omm! e 


i fere commatis pat te variantibus,. ex pettati — 


De pravationem illam textũs Græci, quæ e jus autoritatem 
labefactet, ex magna illa lectionum varictate, quam in 
exemplaribus Græcis R. Stephani invenit, arguit Mori- 
nus: ntos igitur de textu eodem triump 
Pontificii, cum videriat eas Leftiones a. Miſlio quadr uplo 


auctiores factas, & demum Nr copioſi e a 
in: 


2 e corryptelas-intec polatione que haud paucas Fa 
ſtoli 


ud ꝑa rum othcere 


: _ Id inſuper cauſa noftre 
cclefiz ingunabulas,.zvoque -. pane Apo 


Scripturis accidifſe fidenter Millius pronunciee, Whit 
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P known before, 
hich cap his even of Father 
e Pagcemgy» d ſo much -.to 
prove the Uncertainty of the Text of Scrip- 
3 account of a general Altera- 
four Goſpels in the jag Cen- 
tury; and this —_ by VICTOR of 
Tai, an African Biſhop, who. + flouriſa'd 
in that very Age, in his Ghronicos, Which 
Has been only printed by Caniszus at 
Ingolftad in 1600, and"by-Josz 2x. SGA 
11ER in his Edition of the Chronitam of 
* , Eusx B1us.:. The Pallage is as follows, 


I the Conſulſbip MESSAL LA, at the © 
command of the Emperor Ax as rast us, , 


bis the Holy Goſpels, as written by Idiot Evange- 
#2258 liſts, are corrected and amended. The Dottor 
. likewiſe tells us, that St, Isz vox x Biſhop 
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# of Seville relates the ſame Fact in his Chro- 
|: nicon. | 
e 5 
Frolegom. p. 98. 


+ Cave's Hiſt. Lit. p. 416. My 1 
a Evangelia, tanquam ab idiotis FEE 

* reprel one 8 emendantur. 
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ande the Conduct | 
" which they male Fs. 

is, Their dail, publiſbung of 
Books * Natave of God, and the 
Truth and Authority of the Scyiprares, where. 


in they ſaggeſt the Arguments of "Unbelie- 
we; and More „ Tune, in 


, wherethey aQtually 
pheiſts, Bag, 
ing in behalf of their 
(unleſs you-will ſuppoſe the Freds to — 
unfair Writers in Controverſy) 
ſame” Strength, Subtiley; and Art, "thoſe 


Men ſhow ether in their Books or Cas 


Düne 


an . - 

© othhy. A NINTH Toftance of thePrieft 
Coda as follows: There is bur one com. 
pleat Antient Syſhew of Atheiſon (wie. EN. 
. curvy s's Syſtem written by Lit Ex £7 rus) 
left us upon Record, and the Priefts will not 
ſuffer that to lie hid in 4 learned Laaguage; 
but one of them, the late Reverend Mt. 
Carkch, has tranſlated it "into Eng liſt 
Verſe, for the Benefit and Entertainment of 
the Engliſh Reader. And there ate more 
Recommendations of Divines ' prefix'd be- 
fore his Performance, than ever I ſaw before 
any * Ry — Aale, "WIR; 
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* Tefley's Dialogue as a 4 — — — 
ues between a Socinian ana Chriſtian. 4. 
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verend Dr. Abbaus, Provoſt . 
College i in Cambridge, and the Reverend Mr. 


to the Papiſts : But the Reverend Tranſla - 
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. „ Divines, ans 
as the Reverend Dr. EDwAarD Bzr- 
NAR D, the Reverend Dr. Dux the Re- 
Xing 


Joshua BAARESs, and divers others; in 


Whoſe company appears alſo the Right. Mo. 
49% and Orthodox Matros 4. A. BERN. 


10r bay. 4 TEN TH laſtance of their 


Condud. is, Their Uſe of pious Fraud in 


rranfuting and publiſhing of Books. 


IN the old Proteſtant Bible, . printed i Pa 
Kiog EDWARD VI's days, and in the 


beginning of Queen ELIZ AIZ E TAI Reign 
in the Year 1562, the word Ewvvoic wag 


tranſlated every where Congregation, and not 
Church; whereby great offence was given 


tors of the preſent Common Buble have in 


ſome places, render'd it 4ſſembl,. and in 
others Church, with defign to have us be- 


lieve that the word Church ſignifies the 
Prieſt. For wherever the word EAN 
manifeſtly ſignifies the People, as it does in 
As 19. bs there they reader it Aſſemby ; 
whereas 


ad they ſaid, T he Church (inſtead 


of : Aſſembly) was fant and the more part 
knew not wherefore they. were come. together ; 


the ſignification of the word Church would 
not have admitted of any doubt about its 
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nth, het where a mani | 
Context as it is in the foregoing Paſſage of 
the Aru, there they tranſlate it Clare; as 
for inſtance i in Mat. 18. 17. Tell the Charch, - x wi | 
= which the+Priefs underſtand, T we 

Prieſt, Whereas was the word in the Ori- „ 

ginal tranſlated univerſally alike, either eve- 
where Church, or every where 4 | 
could be no diſpute 13 


kak 19m pred 
| \ ARA. 5137 14 5 NTV 
THE Reverend Tranſlators of the Bible 


ys another pious Fraud upon us, by 
inſerting the word God in St. 81 BEHR N's Afs759. 
Speech at his Martyrdom, |» without: the 
leaſt foundation either from any Mans. 
| Copy baader, the 
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LIKEWISE, to = hw rue”. = 1 


meaning of the word: irn ve, the Reve- Y 
rend Tranſlators have render'd it Overſeers, * * 2 
becauſe it manifeſtly. ſignifies in that place ** 8 
ſeveral Perſons in one Congregation; where - 2 


as had they tranſlated it Bybops (as they do 

in other places) it Would have appear'd that 

a Scriptu - Biſhop was not a Dioceſan B 
nay, it Feel have appear'd that Biſhop and + » 
Presbyter, (or Elder) were ſynonimous 3 
aun in the * ſince theſe — Ne 


dle and valuable - Paſſages 
ſtances will 1 905 you ſome ri 


. 
King of England (meaning King IMES 
the Firſt) were nut more 4 
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EVE N in Matters of leſ 4 


they corrupt Boo. Thus the Reverend 


Me Rector of Sanbridg in Nen, 


tranſlated into Exgliſb5 ſome Letters of Father 


Paul, and printed them in 1693. and in his 
Tranſlation has ſmother d the moſt remarka- 
that are to be 
found in thoſe Letters. Some of the In- 


HE fas enced Abe 1. 


Doctor t 


King. 


2. IF the King of England were 5b. | 
| 8 ſome Good might be lou d for. But 
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1 The great Power of rhe Bibs, the 
under 4 Ving, maler me"; 
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A ſaddled, 
Rider, en will ſhortly gor pow this back, 
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0 THE Reverend Neeb 
GARTEN’ S Traue, 


that contains two very remarkable' Particu- 
lars, which are us follows: * Withour the City 
of Grand Cairo on ib W 
they ſbow'd a 4 whore 


time of Divine Service the Dead are * 
come out of their Graves, ani to continue out 
of 'the ground as long us Divine Service holds, 
em to hwy er Thins af- 


* Extra WO. in ript Nili Muſchkeaquedam nokia 
monſtrata eft, ubi tempore quo ſacra peragunt, 'hamati 
e ſepulcris prodire dicuntur, ac donec ſuos opinione ſa- 


cros ritus peragunt, ſtahiles immobileſque contiftere & 
demum diſparere z quod qui ignoret in Cairo nemo ef. 
— inſuper ibi lacum quendam ingentem, * — 

1 annis ſertur 


ee > forte fit in memoriam pla 4 illins Po 
memorantur. 
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"tiz, qua aqua omnes in ſanguinem 
Feregrinationes, 1 1. c. 18. 
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ine to be as red as Blood once a year ; 
which ' perhaps "continues in memo 
Egyptian 'Plagae, . by. which the . 7 
Egypt were Jour to be tare dints Book, 


T HR Right Reverend Biſbop * 
corrupted in many places 2 
and Amiquitys of. e Univerſuty of ford, 


while it io the e and in particular 
ſtruck out ſeveral Paſſages wherein: Woop 
had done r- * we ES, and in- 
ſerted others in . er to 
bis Fame and nee 1 2 


OF chis, Mr. Woo binſelf ac 

Mr. Hozzts; and if you have the Cu- 
rioſity to ſee what the Alterations were, you 
may find them in Ho e . N e 


. IN. thort, theſe Frauds are very 

in all Books. which are-publiſh'd 
or Prieſtly Men; and becauſe ſome ' 
think amiſs of em ſor it, I will not 


common 


Ayo wk 


the Apology 1 oy be made for this 


Practice. 4 ' 


"7" 18 certain, hey may. 1 "yy 40. 


et ty of the Fathers for Forgery, Corruption, 


and — Si of Authors, with more reaſon 
than for any * their Anide 7 Faith, For 


that | 
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every body in Grund Cairo. We fan” 
e there 4 certaib great Lale, bie 
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ted the goad things 'of MK1GEN, and; cors... 


making Men acquainted. with mat is good in 
him, and keeping em ignorant. of what. is b 
in him F this ie 4 Crime, N. HiLARARXT 


LENSIS # likewiſe in fault, mo tram late 
into Latin the Communtarys 'of Eus Rus 
of Cæſaria 4 grand Heretick, but has omitted 1 
all bis Hereſjs. I ſay nothing of VI Gro. F 
IN us and others, left I ſeem not ? 
mach to defend my ſelf, af 10: ſiat Complices i : 


I MIGHT. go on: to-afgn' other In- 54 
Declamations againſt Reaſon; their Arts and. | 
Methods of diſcouraging Examination into ts 
Truths of Religion; and their encouraging © 
Examination when Authority is againſt them. 
or hel hey think that Truth is clearly s 
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Youth, & c. But that I may not run this 


oth 1 at 4 r 


+ $; igitur, quz bona ſunt tranſtuli, & mala vel 774 WW” 
yi vel correxi vel tacui, arguendus ſum, cum per me LA. n 
tint bona Origenis habeant & mala ignorent? St hog - 


crimen, argues. & Hilarins. Sit in culpa vercellenſſs, n 
qui omar Pialknorum commentat ios hæretici hommis 
(Euſebii Caſarjenſs) vertit in noſttum eloquiam, have» 
tica prætermit Taceo de victorino Pictavionenſ & 
cætetris . non tam me defendere, quam ſociorum 
$quzrere. Adu. Vigil antiam. Op. Tom. a. 
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ſiſting on and many other J»ſtances of 
their Condes, — 1 could aſſigu. And 
therefore ſhall -now conclude from thoſe” 
foregoing, That fince-the Prieſts, not ony 
of different Religions and Sects, but of the 
ſame Sect, are infinitely-divided-1n' 
about the Nature-of God, and the Autho- 
rity and Meaning of Scriptures'; ſince we: 
have Prieſts who acknowledg the Doctrines 
of our Church, Which they have ſolemnly 
ſworn to preach up, to be contradictory” to 
one another and to Reaſon, and that ſeve- 
ral Abuſes, Deſects, and falſe- Doctrines are 
crept into the Church; ſince they profeſs. 
they will not tell the Truth themſelves, 
and make it matter of Reproach in the 
Clergy to tell the Truth; ſince they pre- 
judice Men againſt their own Doctrines, b 

Inſinuations of Infidelity and Hereſy, again 


all good Chriſtians who are Men of Senſe; 


ſince they render hoth the Canon and Text 
of Scripture precarious and uncertain; ſince 
they fill Mens heads with irreligious No- 


tions, by publiſhing the Arguments of In- 


fidels, and reviving. the old Syſtems: of A- 
theiſm; and laſtly, ſince they are guilty, on 

19 many occaſions, of Frauds in the pub- 
liſhing of Books: we have no way of ſet- 
tling our felves in a right Notion of God; 


in the Reception of the preſent Canon of 


Scripture, and that Sacred Greek Text of the 
New Teſtament which is commonly printed; 
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"which the Prieſts 
Truths, but 


put into us 


i ee 


| Rp in the Belief: of the Doctring and Prac- 

_ tice of the Diſciplius #nd/Worſhip of the 
Churith of "England, as founded on that pure 
Teut; nor eas we be enſy in our own - 

Minds, under the Prejudices and Diſficuleys 
agaiuſt theſe 
by ceaſing to wy on chem, 
and oy 1 * . 
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HAVE frequent obſer vd in Conver- 
1 lation, that m—_— more led by cer- 
tain Difficultics'and'Obje&ions, which chey ß 
pick up, to reject What: is certain and True, 
than they are to admit any thing for true by 
4 priori. 


virtue of a 


now conſider the principal 
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4 Capacity ro think , 
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at Men have 4 right to think freely, much 
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engage them in Enquirys for which they 
—. 'd; the Bulk of Mankind' aß 
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I. THAT to a only 3 — 
a 


in any Man to do a thing, impl Ribe 
E And 

— no Man need engage 2 — 

any Enquirys by virtue of his Ri 

think freely, unleſs he "_ en t 


ciently qualify'd. yi 0 


2. TO. affert it is all Mens Duty to think 
freely on certain Subjects, ges them only 
in Enquirys on thoſe Subjects, which they 
who contend for the Neceſlity of all Mens 
aſſenting to certain Propoſitions, muſt al- 
low all Men are qualify'd to do. For the -_ 
only way to know what Opinion 1 ought to 
have in any matter, is to think about that 
matter; and to ſuppoſe that God requires 
me to believe any Onion, and has not put 
into my power the means of knowing what 
that Opinion is, is abſurd. e ee : 


13 3. SUPPOSING the Bulk of Man-. 

Hund do want the Capacity to think, free 

5 on matters of Speculation, I do then allow, 

133 that [ree-Thinking. can be no Duty; and the ; 

K 38 Prieſts muſt likewiſe. allow, that Men can 
bde no wayconcern'd about Truth or Falſ. 
hood in ſpeculative matters, and that the 
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ug Belief of no Opinions can be juſtly requir'd 
1 of them. But ſtill the Right to think freely 
Will remain untouch'd for all thoſe who are 
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24h. IT is objefted, That to allow and = 
encourage Men to think freely, © will produce © 
endleſs Diviſions in Opinion, and by conſequence © 
Diſorder in Society. To which 1 anfwer, 1 


1. LET any Man lay down a Rule to 
prevent Diverſity of Opinions, Which will a 
not be as fertile of Diverſity of Opinions as 1 
' Free-Thinking; or if it ts Diverſity | 

of Opinions, will not be a Remedy worſe: . 
than the Diſeaſe; and I will yield up tus 


2. MERE Diverſity of Opinions has 
no tendency in nature to Confuſion in 8k 
ciety. The Pythagoreans, Stoicks, Scepticks, | 
Academicks, Cynicks, and Stratonicks, all ex- - + 
iſted in Greece at the ſame time, and differ . 
from one another in the moſt important 
Points, wiz. concerning the Freedom of hu- 
man Actions, the Immortality and Imma. 
teriality of the Soul, the Being and Nature ] 
of the Gods, and their Government of the _ 
World: And yet no Confuſion everaroſe n 
Greece on account of this Diverſity of Opi⸗C 
nions, Nor did the infinite Variety of Re- * 
ligions and Worſhips among the Antients 
ever produce any Diſorder. or Confuſion, 
Nay, ſo little Polemice Divinity was there 
among them, and ſo little miſchief did the 
Heathen Prieſts do, that there are no Mate- 
rials for that ſort % Hiſtory call'd W 5 
"hes 1 r 
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cal Hiſtory. And the true reaſon why no in 
eſſect follow 'd this Diverſity of Opinions, 
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was, becauſe Men generally agreed in that 
mild and peaceable Principle of allowing 
one another to think freely, and to have diſſe- 


rent Opinions. Whereas had the common 


ctice of Calumny us d among us prevail d 
— them, — they condemnd ons 
another to Fire and Faggot, Impriſonment 
and Fines in this World, and Damnation in 
the next, and by theſe means have engag d 
the Paſſions of the ignorant part of Man- 
kind in their ſeveral Partys; then Confuſion, 
Diſorder, and every evil Work had follow'd, 
as it does at this day among thoſe who allow 
no Liberty of Opinion. We may be cons 
vinc'd of this by our own Experience; 
How many Diſputes are there evety where 
among Philoſophers, Phy ſicians, and Di- 
vines; which, by the allowance of free De- 
bate, produce no ill effects? Further, let 
any man look into the Hiſtory and State of 
the Tarks, and he will ſee the influence 
which their tolerating Principles and Tem- 
per have on the Peace of their Empire.” It 
is affirm'd in their Alcoran, * That one who 


or Jew, or whether he hath forſaktn one Pro- 
felſeon to embrace another; every one that adores 
God, and does the thing that is good, ſball un- 
doubtedly obtain the Love of God, And pur» 
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a to their Principles has been their race 
tice ; for from the beginning of their Em- 
| to this day, they have tolerated various 
ps and particularly Chriſtians (upon the 
terms of. a ſmall Tribute) tho thoſe. 
Chriſtians eſteem their Prophet an Impoſtor, 
and would infallibly extirpate with Fire and 
Sword their preſent ProceQtors, if the Em- 
pire was in their hands. The Peace of the Wo 
 Tarkiſh Empire is ſo perfe& (in reſpect 1 4 
the Peace among Chriſtians) by virtue f _ 
'the 1 and Tanin which nu, | 
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them as *. own Lives, for not *. 10% 
ene another's Folhs and ſenſleſs Vanitys. 80 
that it is evident Matter of Fact, that a Re- 
 firaint upon Thinking is the cauſe of all lte 

Confuſion which is pretended. to ariſe from 
Diverſity of Opinions, and that Liberty of © 
Thinking is the Remedy for all the Diſor- 
ders which are an * Ae 
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the greate## of all Evils in Gowrument, To 
which 1 anſwer, #7 16 32806 carat 


I. MY Lord Bacon ſays, * The con- 
templative Atheiſt is rare: But many Di- 
vines maintain that there never was à real 
Atheiſt in the world. And ſince the Matter 
of Fact is ſo uncertain as to be made a Pro- 
blem, there needs no proviſion agaioſt ſuch 
„ e ens 


al IF there is any ſuch rare Monſter 10 
an Atheiſt, DAv Ip has given us bis Cha- 
racter in theſe words, The Fool hath ſaid in 


nies the Exiſtence of a God but. ſome idle, 
unthinking, ſhallow Fellow. And Mr. 
HonsEs ſays, % That they who are capa- 
ble of inſpecting the Veſſels of Generation, an 


| | | "$I" 
1 70 | | | Ng „ l os oy ee, 
_ n 8 & MY OCR n * FW - * * ae * 5 Jas 
4 = ” ROY 7 Nen . 0 8 10 N 22 . gd T. « n 0 n 
* . 92 thy n n 5 N 3 3 4 a 1 a "hs 
© hy 3 ae. y ' . BY 
* 1 4 J; 0 * * F N 2 


ink themſelves into Atheiſm ; which is eſteem ! 


Plal. 14. 1. his heart, there is no God; that is, no one de: 


Nutrition, and not think them. made for their 


ſeveral Ends i) an underſtanding Being, ought 
to be eſteem'd acſtitute of Underſtanding them- 


ſelves. And my Lord Bacon further ju- 
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* Efſays, p. 93. 410. n n 

Qui ſi machinas omnes tum Generationis, tum Nu- 
tritionis ſatis perſpexerint, nec tamen eas a mente aliqua 
conditas ordinataſque ad ſua quaſque officia viderint, ipſi 


projets tine mente eſſe cenſendi ſunt. De Homine, c. 
\ 


Oy 


[oF 


eee 
tee, 
diciouſly remarks, That a li Phi. 
phy inelineth mens Minds 10 Atheiſts, | 
Depth in Philoſophy bringeth mens Minds «bout 
to Religion. Aud his 7 1 is con- 
firm'd by Experience. For in ignorant Po- 
ps Countrys, where Free-Thinking paſſes 
2 Crime, Atheiſm moſt abounds; for 
 Free-Thinking being baniſh'd, it remains 
only for Men to take up their Religion upon 
truſt. from the Prieſt: which being ſuch a 
0 + things ſacred, by making the 
Truths of God to depend on the various 

and contradictory Whimſys of intereſted 
and fallible Men; 2 — yo 
ing People, who can caſily ſee this, 
conclude all alike the Prieſt ſays: 80 that 
Ignorance is the foundation of Atheiſm, and 
Free-Thinking the Cure of it. And thus tho 
it ſhould be allow'd, — Men by 
Free-Thinking may become ſts, yet they 
will ever be tewer-in number it Free-T, in 
ing were permitted, than if it were te · 
3. BUT ſuppoſing that Free-Thinking 
wil produce a great number of Atheiſts ; 
yet it is certain they can never be ſo nume- 
rous where Free-Thinking is allow'd, as the 
Suaperſt itiou and:Entbuſiaſts will be, if Fres- 
Thiaking were reſtraiu d. And if theſe lat - 
ter are equally. or more miſchievous: to 50- = 
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ciety than the former, then it is Nn 2 
allow of  Free-T hinking,- tho it \{bould in- 
creaſe the number of 2 than ag a - 

Reſtraint of Free-Thinking to increaſe the 

number of ſaperſtitious Prople and Enthas 
ev) Now that Enthuſiefks and ſuper ftitious 
People are more miſchievous to Society, 1 
will prove to you in the — r 


of two Men of great Authority. 5 


M Lord BAcox ſays, * — 
leaves 4 Man to Senſe, to Philoſophy, ta 4. 
tural Piety, to Laws, to Reputation; all which . 
may be Guides to an outward moral Vertae, 1 
Religion were not: But Superſtition diſmounes 
all. theſe, and ertcteth an abſolute Monarchy in 
bein dill 
never perturb States; for it maketh Men wary 

themſelves, as looking no further: and we 
{ the Times inclin'd to Atheiſ (as the Times 
of AuGusTUS CESAR) were civil Times, 
Bat Saperſiition hath been the Confuſion of 
many States; and bringeth in 4 nem Primum 
Mobile that —_— all the rr 7 Go- 
verument. 


'Dr. 3 ſays, WY * Arheitt Fl 
Evil becauſe he — not, the Euthuſiaſi will 


upon 4 thouſand occaſions believe he may do Ewil, 
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* Eſſays, p. 98. —— —— — 
+ Diſc, on Tilacſon and Burnet, N 24 01s 7 
13 wicked 
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wicked, the other thinks: the' " of — 
Ead wil ſanũiſy the 20 ante Means, In 
4 word, they both make a Cloke of Reli for 
Covetouſneſs, Ambition and Craelty : 720 20 
both he, murder, rob, and rebel far IG 
Church: and Religion; and there wever jet was 
any * Leagae, Covenant, or Aſſociation, to 
or carry on Rebellion, under the holy — 


tence of | Religion, wherein the R. were 
not Atheiſt; or Enthaſiafts : and of the two it 


is hard to tell which hath done moſt miſchief in 
any Kingdom. But the Enthaſiaſt makes the 
more taking and -platiſible Hypocrite f the two \; 
he can ſoontr 

rally connterfeit the ſpiritual Man tion — 
People, and transform __ * 4 
e t 


«1 L 
_ athly. IT is objected, That the N are 
ſet apart to think freely for the Liity, and are 
to be relyꝰd on, a s, Phyſicians, &c. are - 
in their fee F. nt. To me ae | 
1. THAT no. Man is excluded from 
ſtudying Law or Phyſick, becauſe there are 


ſeveral of thoſe ProfeRfions, nor from fol- 


into Tears, and more ata : 


lowing his o.] Judgment When he is fick 


or in Law; nor is there any reaſon whya 

Man, who is not a Doctor in Phylick or a 

Serjeant at Law, may not vaderſtand as 

much Law and Phyſck as either of them. 

In like manner, the ſetting Men apart for 

de Be of Divinity, x hay not exclude | 
+ 


others 


- 9 3 * err 


9 
: 8 
1 


5 * 1 A r tie” $6" 
- 0 3 5 *. N * 
* 


Divinity, nor from knowing 
= as any 


Mankind are oblig*d in matters of Law and 
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* 4 DISCOURSE 
of Divinity, nor from 
about a Point in 
as much Divi- 
Doctor in Divinity. And by 
there is no neceſſity to rely on 
1 Judg mY either in Law, Phy- 
or Diviogy And this me in 
in Mr. LE CLEA CSS 
late boifie, Tom. 25. 125 
A Gentleman 2054 4 Proprittor of New-Jerley | 
in America (where there are few — 


tants wo Quakers) Whether had any 
among them Then, ED they 


had any Phyſicians? And leich, Whether they 
had ay — 1 To all which the Proprietor 


anſwer d in order, No. O happy Country! 
replies the Gentleman, Thar muſt be a Fa» 


radiſe! 


2. BUT ſuppoſing that the . of 


Plowing their Jud 


44 


mind of a Paſig 


Phyſick to rely on ſome one in thoſe Pro- 
ſeſſions, the Parallel will not hold from Law 


and Phyſick to Divinity, and the Caſes are 


different ia theſe following reſpeQs. 


(1% WHEN T thro Unskilfalnefs in 
Law or Phyſick rely on ſome Lawyer or 
Phyſician, I am by no means under an Ob- 


ligation implicicly to believe the Principles 


or Opinions upon which the one preſcribes , 
or the other acts, or ſo much as to know any 


thing in nature abaur them, The Phyſician 
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Y rs hp, | 
may cure me of a Diſtemper, andthe Laws. 
yer may get me my Right, 2 
rance in either Praſeſſion be ever ſo great: 
Theſe are matters which can be by 
a Days. , Whereas in matters/of Divinity 
d to believe certain Opinions my "= 
ſelf, and can depare no Man. to, believe for _ 
me; „ ſave me, * 
cept my own. it is 
think for my b in maten of Role 
e will 
1 2 e boos $6442 
Ta) 816575 eg aeg 
2 — only to t ons 
n themſelves to proſeſs, and 
93 moſt part; into miſtaken: Opinions: 
For it is manifeſt that all Prieſts, except the 
Orthodox, are hir'd;to lead Men into Miſ- 
takes. Whereas there ate no Lawyers nor 
Phyſicians ſet apart and hir'd to defend miſ- 
taken Opinions in. thoſe Profeſſions. And 
their Intereſt, as to Suoceſs, is the ſame wich 
their Clients and Patients ; but the Prieſts 
Intereſt is moſtly different from that of the 
Laity, A TOE wants to know the 
Truch, and the Prieſt am a of 
N his Opinion. ee F & ; 
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of} 6 4 e 
6) PRIESTS are not ſet apart to 
Rudy Divinity, as Lawyers and Phyſicians * 
are to ſtudy Law and Phyſick. The Prieſts 
* woe. ſtudy W properly ſo 1. 
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En how 6 N certain nit 
of Divinity. Thus the Pepiſb, Mabomeran, 
Lat heran, and Preshyterius Priefts, fudy © 
; their ſeveral Syfems. Whereas Phylicians _ 
Y are nor ty'd don to His roc RATES, or 4 
| | Garten, or PARActsus, but have all 
| Nature and all Mens Obſervations before 
| 

N 


them, without any Obligation to ſubſcribe 
implicitiy to any one: for have Lawyers 
any Rule, but che Law it ſelf which lies 
before zem, + which they are at liberty to in- 
terpret according to its ceal Senſe, being 
bound by no Articles or e to in- 
unten it n, ene 


_— IF 14ie thro the Condotof a Phy- 
joys or loſe my Right by the Conduct of 
Lawyer, that is the worſt which can be- 

| M al me; but if I truſt to a Prieſt who is in 

Fe — wrong, Vi am I to = N 


„ OY damn'd. 


3. Bur chirdly 1 ben Tat ſuppo- 
ſing the Caſes ate parallel, no Benefit will 
follow/ to any Set of Prieſts in particular, 
nor will there be any prevention of Diver | 
"i | ſity of Opinions, or of any other of thoſe | 
Wy Evils which Free-Thinking is ſuppos d to pro= | 
6 duce, For if the Caſes are parallel, then | 
Men may chuſe their own Priefts, as they | 

chuſe their own Lawyers and Phyſiciaus. 

Aud it fo, then one Man will chuſe W 1r- 
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— and ſd on. And if ma 
uſe Pries 1 —— 4 


— — not as well think ſor themſelves? 
ſinee it is impolſible ſor Men by. 
for themſelves to differ in Opinion more 
from one another; and to hate and 
one another moto thorow ly, chan they muſt 


granting them a: liberty to chuſe 
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ſerving. the" Peace of Society: And that" it ls 
therefore as reaſonable to decerve Men” into 
nion for their own Good, 4s it i" in certain 
caſes to deceive Children; and conſequrniiy it 
muſt le abſurd to engage Men in thinking on 
Sab jects where Error i uſeful and Truth inja+ 
en deen 10 WIE 1 n 1 
. T HAT abe i 
and is ſo treated by Cicr ro in 
ſon of Cor TA. Says he, ber do" 
think of thoſe Men, who" have ſaid that" the 
Opinion of the Exiſtence of the' immortal Gods 
N . for err 


ͤ—ü—üͥꝛ— 


we 4 
„ 


* Qui ? 11 qui Kult totam de Diis n 


opinionem fictam effe ab hominibus ſapientibus' Retpub- 


licæ cauſd, ut quos ratio non movet, eos ad oſſicium Re- 


ligio duceret, nonne omnem religionem funditus ſuſtule- 


"rune? W +6 I. 1. 


_ 
* 
* 


* 


= * 3 + # * p 
7 Xe — 5 
D * 


"oY xr oe 


EEE 


— 28 
” _— 
= F YZ wr If 
A . — — 


3 
, — i a mo 


3 


= 
- 1 5 bs 
2 0 
2 


Is. l e 8 OOTY" * . nn e OY * N a 


2 p18 COURS Wa 


ley who would not le govern'd 
Wen 29 0 ne 1 Religion to do their Da- 


E 


N Wy 


4 1 WILL grant the Reaſoning con 


ection to be founded on a2 


a in the Ob 


Principle, 
ciety is the Rate of whatever is to be allow d 
or reſtrain d; and I will like wiſe grant, 
that if Errors are uſeful to human Society, 
they ought to be imposꝰ d: and conſequentiy 
I muſt allow the — That Thinting 
onght to be. reſtrain d. But then I affirm, 
That the Rule is as fall as it is irreligiauſſy 
apply'd, and that both Experience and Rea - 
ſon demonſtrate the Inpaſitian of Specula - 
tions, whether true or falſe, to be ſo far 
from being a Benefit, that it has been and 
muſt he the greateſt Miſchief n. _ ever 
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that departs from the Sentiments of the 
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thing elſe but Reaſon, of which 4 Monkind 
are Partakers ; and that whoever live by Rea - 
ſon, tho they are eſteem d Atheiſts and Mor. 
70 755 of no God, are Chriſtians : and that 
ſuch were SOCRATES, and the like. In 
like manner, ExasMus in his Colloguys 
comparing-S0CKATES and the generality 
of Chriſtians together, gives the preference 
to SOCRATES. in point of 22 
'4 Says he, + There i' nothing would more be 
it come 4 Chriſtian, than what SOCRATES 
ſaid to CRI TO 4 little before he drank bis 
Poiſonous Draught ; © Whether God will ap- 
e prove of the Actions of my Life, I know 
“ not; I have truly done my beſt endea- 
* vours to pleaſe him; and have good | 
«& hopes he will accept of them.” Thu u 
pa gd. in 4 Man who knew net 


CurIsST.-: the Holy Seriptures. 2 


*** PIES * . * 


* Toy xeisdy or ννν 34 Ge, xa? abjpy Gra, T mer 
- 10> are, ee uni di are N Cube 
Neistapoi ein, vd d N Mas Tas e BM 
Tones ns, xal à1 bj. Opera, Ed. Par. . 83. | 
1 Nihil aptius quadret in hominem vere Chriftianum, 
; gm gps Socrates paulo poft bibiturus cicutam, dixit 
Critoni; An opera, inquit, noftra fit probaturus Dem, neſcio. 
Cert# ſedulo conati ſumus, ut illi placeremus. ES mibi tamen 
bona ſes, quod ille conatus noſtros ſit boni conſulturus. Mi- 
randus profecto Animus in eo qui Chriftum &- ſacras | 
Scripturas non noverat. Proinde 92 hujuſmodi lego, 
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of- Fans T'INKING, 8 
forbear crying aur, Sancte SOCRATE 
pro nobis. Bat hom ſneakingly have: 


on what is not to be reh d on: Others 
breathe out their laſt in deſpair, on the account 
of their own Wickedneſs and the Scraples with 
which their heads are fil d by their ignorant 
.Prieſts, And it is no wonder they ſbould die 
after heir whole 


a | = - Ks W 1 | 7 
remonys. 1 * | * £ " XY | 1 


, ; 


- SocrxaTEs could not be ſuppos d to 


have made Notions, or Speculations, or 


- 
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bd 


- vix mihi tempero, quin dicam, Sanife Socrates, or pro 
ae ec quot vidi Chriſtianos, quam frigidè mo- 

rientes! Quidam tis 1 

dendum: quidam ob conſcientiam ſcelerum & ſcrupulos 


ſidunt in iis rebus, quibus non eſt ſi- 


uibus indocti quidam obſtrepunt morituro, pene deſpe- 
Sinden — — #-7 Rr Nec mirom 660 fic mori, 


qui per omnem vitam tantum philoſophati ſunt in Cere- 
2 Opera, vol. 1. p. 68 39. 
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Free-Thimhing, SocRA Ts had the com- 


on all thoſe who have che Honefty N oo 
| Taps goo toimitate tum, 


OE! AH Fur 


LAST LY, how urtber 3 


mon Fate of Free- Thinturs, to be calumnia- 
ted in his life-time for an Atheiſt (tho the 


God ArOLLo by his Oral declard him 
the w/eft Man 


earth) and at length 
ſuffer d that Puniſhment for Free-Thinking, 
which Knaver 8 and Folly, whenever they 
are artiyd to pitch, and are well con- 
federated 3 . ready to inflict 
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ſeeing the 3 Fra 


(20 nee 


CRAT RS, was more politick in his Con- 


verſation, and never talk'd publickly agaiaſt 


the Gods and Religion of his Country ; yet 


he was no leſs a Free-Thinker, and thought 


himſelf into Notions contrary | to thoſe 


which were receiv' or known in Greece, 
that ſome "Chriſtians have ſuppos d him to 


be divinely inſpir'd; and others, to have 


read the Books of the Old Testament. He 


has ſo many. Paſſapes' in his Writings ſo 
aprecable to the Truths. of che Goſpel, that 


; 9 8 nn Be 2 of Che 
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+ Or rigen. contra Cell. p. 286. 1 
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_ hs Due Tod bimſelf 


of e * 
G 0 Nx Het oy 
rs Los fom Een has, by. 
Fern u 1600 hep 
, whe he rar Jus us bill read FIA. 
75 who wits,” ſays he, bred and born among 
Jews, and wu fo far from heving lien 
gr — Letters, that he m not"? ; 
75 — Letters, 4s the Scriptures 2 101. 
But he is ſo far from di in Agree- 
ment between Platoniſm and Chref 
that = part of his Book againſt CRt 
sus its. in the Con 
berween them. Likewiſe Amer Tus, 2 
| Heathien Plaroniſt, who flouriſh'd in the 
third Century, upon reading the firſt Verſes 
of St. Joun the Evangelif, cty'd out, 
+ Jon this Barbarian ' of our Maſter 1 
PTLATO“F Moreover, che great 11 


Conformity between Pi. n 
— nity made many Platonifts become Chriſtians, "= | 
and many of the Priavivve Ci de Nee Fi 
Platoniſts; and was the cauſe that ſeveral "$8 

of Paros Dran T1 
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ble to the Truths of their 
for * inſtance the thirteenth Letter o Di o- 
' NYS1Us, printed in his Works) with 
which, and other of the like nature, they 
had great ſucceſs in the Converſion of the 
— Q ˙ 4 oe 
82 ARIS TO TTI, to whom the Po- 
iſh Church for many Centurys paſt has 
— no leſs oblig'd for + Articles. of 
Faith, than the Primitive Church was to 
PLAT o, during the Life of his Pupil and 
Patron ALEXANDER the Great, read to 
his Scholars the effects of Free-Thinking+ ' 
pf but after the death of ALEXANDER, Eu- 
5 RIM E DON a Prieſt accus'd him of Impiety, 
| for || introducing ſome Philoſophical Aſſertions 
contrary to the Religion of the Athenians. 
And he was fore'd to ſteal privately from + 
\ Athens ; from whence he went to Chates, 
iving this reaſon to his Friends, **._Thet he 
ft Athens, that he might not give the Athe- 
nians occaſion to commit again the ſame Mic. 


2 Religion (as 
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* Cudworth's Intell. Syſt. p. 402. | 
IT Senza Ariſtotele noi mancavamo di molti Articoli 
di Fede. The celebrated Sgying of Cardinal Palaviciao. 
J g f | . Laert. or Arift. - 5 
8 ** Ariauer amo eo Amor, ir ww ef M 
ob . *Admaias 7 Ir 4 a, ee, mh x7! 
Evnggre, xai ive wh de cis gh, v 
Origen. contra Celſum, p. 51. | 
NR kedneſs 
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"of Fanz- TalnKING 129 
1 they commitred againſt Sock ata, © 
that they might not be ee . 
n hun. e 


(4) felankd tnd'; in an Ages 
diſtioguiſh'd as a great Free-Thinker; and nor 
Teſs as a Man of Virtue among the Learned ; 
in which laft he ſeems to have exceeded all 
other Philoſophers. For he was not only é 
eminent for his * Piety towards bis Parents, 0 
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His Kzndneſe to his Brethren, his Mertneſs to 5 
his Servants, his Humanity to ul, his Love o y 
Country, and his Chaſtity, Temperance, and. 2 


ragality ; but for that moſt divine of all | 
Vittues, and wherein the / greateſt Pleaſure _ _— 
of human Life conſiſts, and of which an ill =. 
Man is incapable, vis. Friendſbip. He had 
that voble Quality in ſuch pertection himſelf; 
and.cultivated it ſo much in his Followers, 
that the Succeſſion of his School contiau'd 
many hundred years after the Succeſſion of 

- the Schools of all the other Philoſophers 8. 
faibd, without that Faction and Diviſon 
' which was mote or leſa in them, and,contris . 
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buted to their more early Diſſolution, . C 1- | 
CE RO, tho a; great Adverlary to his phi- ef 
loſophical Opinions, and Who in the Fer- 1 
ſon of F Cor rA has thorowly battled 1 
his "00 7 5 go. him this 5 1 


» Dio Laert. in-vith Epicuri- th. by 
at, Deor. 4. 1. by 00 | 
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ble Tell * That Epicuzys WY 
clares it — 0 Opinion, That. of _ al things 
which Wiſdom can procure towards 4 4 


Life," Erie i: the nobleſt, moſt extenſrye 
5 3 le we. 9 this he di b 
only aſſert in bs ] s, but gave 4 pratti-. 


cal proof of it in 55 je and Converſation. 
HERES 4 Commendation this us, apptars 


from the rare Inſtances of 1 of which 


hardh olaminous 


the Mythology of 22 
and full of oY. 45 it Sg & aire 185 
three from TRHERSAH ss N RES» 
TES. But Oh! what 4 nameroas, what aw 
| harmonious Company of Friends, "tid 17 I» 
CURUS croud into his own little Habit ion! 
ey the e Feen bis nl. 4 
the 40. RF Ears 


BUT we Chiiſian EP 1 to wii 
a higher Veneration. of d REST, for 


this Virtue of Frienaſß 3 aa Cics xo: 
bien 


Becauſe even our 5 
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* Epicvrus ita dicit, Omnium rerum, 4 ad heath viven- 
dum /apientia comparaverit, nibil eſſe 2 anicid, nitil ube- 
rizs, nibil jucundimm. Neque verò hoc ora tione ſolum, ſed 
multò magis vita & factis & moribus comproba vit. Q 2 
quim magnum fit, fictæ vetetum declatant fabülæ 

_ Quibus tam multis, tamgue variis, ab ultima antiquitate 
repetitis, tria vix amicorum paria reperiuntur, ut ad 
pervenias, .profetus a T heſeo.... At verd Epi- 
curus una in domo, & ca quidem anguſta, quam magnos, 
quantaque amoris couſpiratione coaſentieates tenuit ami- 


corum greges! Quod — etiam aunc ab ureis. De 
Nn Oc. & &s "— * 
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| mach rhe 
Ther e, mate of n 


Tab the wane, ami it i Jaid 16 be Entity 


with God; but the word % 


no where "elſe 


Teftament. E ſpeaks f Friends en; but 
by Friends are meant our aint anct, or our 
the Relatives of our Famit, or our 
Fortane, or our SetF ; ſomthing of Society, or 
1 n there is in it; a Ten- 
der nei of atron and Civilit), 's Relation 


| 3 or by Dery, hy Services and 


un I think 1 have reaſon to be 


2e that the word Friend is m0 other 
in the Goſpels, TEEN or Att W | 


we 


8 e bb che weſt W 

Author of all che Antients. His Works are 
tranſlated into all che modern Languages, 
and by conf his and Virtue 


diſplay'd before the eyes of all that read a Pri | 


Books, n A Hearhen Prze 
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yet be preſerv'd. his Underſtanding free, 


and was not milled by the Gai of his Pro- 


feſſion into Saperſftition, nor ſo far engag d 
in the Craft of his Proſeſſion as to conceal 
his Opinion of the Miſchief thereof. Says 


he, in his Treatiſe of Seperſtition, * Atheiſm 
brings Men to an Unconcernedneſs and. Indiſfe- 


rency of Temper : for the Deſign of thoſe who 


deny « God, is to eaſe themſelves of his Fear. 
Bat Saperſtition (by which the Greets meant 


+ the Fear of God, and which TRE o- 


v»unaAsrus in his Characters expreſly de- 


fines ſo) appears by its name to be à diſtemper d 
Opinion and Conceit productive of ſuch mean 


Man's Spirit. For tho he thinks juſtly, that 


there are Divine Powers, yet ſo erroneous is 


his Judgment, that be thinks they are ſour 
and vindictive Beings. Atheiſm is only falſe 


' Reaſoning, while Superſtition is not only falſe 
Reaſoning, but ſuper adds a Paſſion, vis. Fear, 


which ts aeſtitate both of Courage and Reaſon, 


and renaers us ſtupid, diſtracted and unattive. 


But of all Fears, none confounds a Man like the 
Religionary Fear. Fe fears not the Sea, who 


ever goes to Sea; nor a Battel, who follows not 


the Camp nor Robbers, who ſtirs not abroad; 


nor malicious Informers, who is 4 poor Man; 


et ET SE '> 1 
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* Morals, in Engliſh, vol. 1. p. 162, &c. of On} 
+ This was the common Definition of Superſtition likewiſe 


ann the Romans. Hence Horace ſays; Quone malo men- 


tem concuſſa ? timore Deorum. 
8 + nor 


and abject Apprehenſions, as debaſe and break 4 
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of Fige/Tminiinc, 
nor Emulation, ' who leads 4 private Life ; 
or bo dwells Gaul of or 
Tha bolts; who dwells in Ethiopia.” Ber 
be who fears tht Divino Por, fears every. 


- 
1 
= 


, the Land, the Sta, the" Air, the Sky, 


the Dark; the. Light, ' 4 Sound, 4 Silence, 4 
Dream. Even Slaves forget their Maſters in 
eheir ſleep"; Sleep lightins the Irons df. the Bee 
ter'd; their angry Sores, mortiſ d Gangrenes, 
and pinching Pains allow them ſome inter- 
miſſion at night. But Superſtition will give 


no truce at night, nor ſuffer the poor Soul ſo. 


much as to breathe, or look ap or reſpite” ber 
ſour and diſmal Thoughts of God a moment. 
Neither have they, when awake, Senſe. enough 
to ſlight and ſmile at all this; nor are they in the 
 leaft appr , that nothing of all that terri- 
A them was real; but ſtill fear an empty Sha. 
dom, which could never mean them ill, and cheat 

themſelves afreſh at noon-day. In a ward, the 
thought of Death it ſelf puts no ond to this vain 
and fooliſh Fear, but it tranſcends thoſe limits, 
and extends its Fears beyond the Grave, adding 
to it the Conceit of immortal Ius; and after 
reſpite from paſt Sorrows, fancies it ſhall nent 
enter upon never-ending ones. I kyow not 


what Gates of Hell open themſelves from be» 


each ; Rivers of Fire, together with Stygian 
Torrents, preſent themſelves to view , 4 gloom 
Darkneſs appears full of ghaſtly Specfers 4 


horrid Shapes, with drtaaful Aſpects and doleful 


Groans, together with' Judges, Tormemors, 
Pits and Caverns full of Mijerys ang H, 1 k 
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18 — 
— Parens 
ol Devotion, which yet are u in ab 
moſt all paſs. for the true Worſhip. = 
2 God. 205 rage the — Daten 


and painful Poſt ures of the Body, wry Faces,. | 
beggarly Tones, Mumpings, OY Gi. 
g, and the reft.off this kind. 


(6.0 VaRA RO. the moſt learned of all 
the-Rowans, ſ peaking of their Fheology, ſaid, 
+ Tb P's. many Fables helom. the Dig< 
vii and Nature of 2 ſuch far 

inſt ance, as Gods begotten and proceeding 
other Gods Heads, Legs, Thighs, and: 2 

He likewiſe zffirw'd, | There were many 

ö things falſe in Religion, which it mas not cun- 
93 venient for the Vulgar to know'; and again, 
ſome things which, tho falſe, yet it was d- 
4. 1 N be e 9 . Venn 
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* 
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A MP . in the — wl. 3. p. 126. 
17 DN) Malta ſunt contra dignitatem & naturam Immorta- 
* * fta. In hoc enim eſt, ut Deus alins ex capite, 
alius ex femore ſit, alius ex guttis ſanguinis natus. Aus- 
de Civ. Dei, I. 6. c. 5. 
{l Multa eſſe vera quæ vulgo ſcire non ſit utile, & 
guedam quæ tameth falſa fiat, alitex exiſtimare populu 
8 Vid, I. J. . 3. 
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AUSTIN, who records the 2 — * 
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, Stateſmen and Foſiictansn. 


6 THE Grave and Wile Caro the 
Gay bn for ever live in that noble Free- 


1 recorded by CIE Ro, 

7 be under ſtood te 
Myſtery, of the Roman Religion as by Law 
xs FT wonder ſud be ham om of our = 
s cas farbear laughing when he yes ups, 
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059 E that Galena Pb. | 8 1 | 


Chief Prie and 2 
ther publick Offices NR makes | 
Men more. cautious — 15 ſincere). gave 
the greateſt proof of his Free I hunting. He 
not qaly. posted the Aeademict ar Sceptick 

Philoſophy, Ws oblig d bim to || exeming 


tte Dottrines. f al Philoſophers, that he 
might ſee there was no Certainty i any of 
of the Natore of the Ci, and the * 
conce .. de in the former 9 
which, 

rr e — — 

tates & populi regerentur. Thid, I. 4, © 31. 1 „ g 1. 

+ Mirari ſe aiebat, quod non rideret haruſpex, chm _ 3 

"Mu ui ſequuntur 2 Academicam, omnes dif > 
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their Schemes; but wrote twa Treaties, ane 

endeavour d to ſhow the 

7 — fapientum yer ques ci 
haruſpicem vidiſſet. Opera Ed, Gron. p. 3906. 9 
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the latter has deſtroy 
Religion of the, Greeks and Romans, and 
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Stoicks (who were the great Theis of An- 


tiquity) for the * 8 DO rde 


ſhow'd the Impoſture of all theit Miracles, 
and Weakneſs of the Reaſons on which it 
was pretended to be founded. Cic ER O 


likewiſe gives us his own Pure, and that 
of the greateſt part of the Philofophers (as 


he was well qualify'd to do, having read 
over the Writings of them all, and con- 
versd with the moſt eminent of thoſe who 
livd in his own time) when he produces 
this as an Inftance of a probable Opinion 


* That they who ſtady Philoſophy dow believe 


there are any Gods ; that is, that there exiſted 
no ſuch Gods as were beliey'd by the People. 


Again, in his Tzſcalan Queſtions, after hav- 


loſophers about the nature of the Soul, he 
concludes from them, That there can be no. 
thing after Death, And as to Pr ar o's 
Arguments for the Immortality of the Soul, 


ſays he to his Dialogiſt Ar TI cus (or his 


Auditor, as ſome conceive) || Let us not pro- 


— 


* Hujuſmodi eft probabile Eos, qui dent Philoſs- 


hiz operam, non arbitrari Deos eſſe. De Inventione, 1. 1. 
"Opera, Ed. Gren. p. 157. _ . 1 


F His ſententiis omnibus nihil poſt mortem pertinete | 


ad quenquam poteft. . Tuſc, Queſt. * Opera, p. 3433. 


_ |}Platonis rationem prætermittamus, & banc totam WW 
_ ſp.m Immortalitatis relinquamus. bid, p. 2438. 


ing mention'd the various + Notions of Phi- 


of FuE Wo. 


Immortality. By which ATTrICus un 
_ ſtood CIAO to deny the Immortality 


ok che Soul, as Is evident from his Anſwer 


which follows: * What, lays Arrius, 
4 10u diſappojnr u, 72 hog raid in 


me ſuch an Expettation of Xi -_ 
mortality of the Soulf "Tri, % 
be mi alen with PLATO, whom T — ee 


much you efteems, and bum I udinire on Jour 
Authority, Thaw” be dls the 2 wirh ofhers, 
AND here, ICE EVO) world 
are fo frequently cited *againft Free-Thinkers 
both from the Pulpit and the Prefs,” and 
his Example recommended for e Con- 
viction; it may not be arhiſs utterly to 
diſarm the Enemys of Free-Thinking"of Cr: 
CER O's Authority, by briefly di ing 
a common Impoſition on the World, beg 
by ſome Men of Learning (either thro 5 
of Diſternment or wt of Honeſty) a 
continu'd by 'the'lefs Learned, out of defes * 
rence to the Authority of the former.” 5 : . 


Cicrr 0's Philoſophical Works are nb - 
ly written in Dialagae, in which * 
FIR of different are introdue d ar. 


899 


7 
* « * 


# 


> 7 | 
— 2 * ed. St. —— — * * 
— - ” _— —_— * * = aa am — a 
\ '& % i re. ... 0 . 12 5 9 1 By l : : 1 * 


* An tu, cam me in 3 POO? adduze- 

is, deſeris ? - Errare mehercule malo cum Platone, 
quem tu quam quanti facias, ſcio, & en = * tuo U 
aqmiror, 


quam cum iſtis vera ſentire. 4 


Nate them, and let u Tay aff gant 


6 ene 10 re n anne 


of | 2 15F 
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138 4 DISCOURSE + aut 
guing for their ſeveral Opinions. Thus the 
three Books of. the Nature: of the Gods, are a 
Dialogue between. an Egicurgan, a Storch, 
and an Academic; and his two Books Di. 
vination are à Dialogue between his Brother 
Quixrus, who perſonates a Stic, and 
himſelfl. Now the modern Prieſts, when- 
ever they meet with any Paſſage favourable 
ta Saperſtitian, which CIGRRO puts in 
the mouth of the Stoick, or any falſe. Argu- 
ment which he makes. en uſe, 
and which they have thought fit to ſanctify 
ſuch for inſtance as the Epicurean Argament 
rom innate Ideas,” and that from the unver- 
ſal Conſent of Mankind for the Exiſtence. of | 
Gods in Eeicurus's ſenſe; that is, for 
Gods in human ſbape, who took no: care of the 
World or of human Affairs) they urge it as 
C1cExro's own, and would have the Rea- 
der believe Cicztro look'd on it as con- 
clufive. Whereas Cict xo. himſelf is ſo 
far from approving what he makes the Stoick - 
and Epicurean ſpeak, that he does in his 
Diſcourſe of the Nature of the Gods endea- 
vour to confute all their Arguments under 
the Perſon: of an Academick (of which Se 
he every where profeſſes himſelf) and in 
his Diſcourſe of Divinatian baffles all the 
Stoical Arguments for Superſtition, openly 
under his own name. So that CICERO 
is as unfairly dealt with, whenever he is 
cited againſt Free-Thinking, as the Prieſts 
themſelves would be, did any one 3 "8 


of ExninTu3 xxING wy. 
Sceptic its, A Socintam «10 Dialogues . | : d | 
they compoſe againſt thoſe SH... 
| WS nas, 15446 10 Nutt Pod E | 
THE true method of diſcovering the & | 
Sentiments of Cicsso, is to ferwhar he 
\ſays himſelf, or under the Perſon of an 44 
demick ; as the true method | of knowing 
ray nog hg. 
Orthodox Dialagiſt ſay. . And if C1cz+ 
x O's Readers will follow this Rule of com- 1 
mon Senſe in underftanding him, they W·iIilln 
find him as grrat a Free-Tbinker as he was: a _ 
Phaloſapher, an Qratar, a Man of Virtue, © 5 
and 4 Patriat. And they. will never meet 
with any Pa which in the leaſt ſavaur 
/ition, but what he plainly throws out 
to (ave himſelf from Danger, or to ſhow 
his Rhetorical Ability on: any Argument, or A 
employs in his Oratians to recommend him © 


9 ” 

ſef to the * Raman Mob, who, hike all 2 
” g 4 
7 4 = , 77 0 1 . | 
N 5 : : 1 11 0 , \ 10 * 2 ; 9 e £4" | 
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* And yet ſometimes bis Zel._againlt "what he tak "to be © __ 
Superſtition made bim fo far firget. hinſelf, as to ſpeak 1 
t hat in bis Orations mhich he could” only do. with ſafety in an  . 


Agembly of Philoſophers, | Ms fax. inſtance, Jays be. G | "3 | 
Ill not have you think, © Nolite enim putare, tt | 
that wicked Men, as ſometimes in ſceng+ videtis homines 4 
en the Stage, art by the® Im- conſceleratus, impully Da- _ 
pulſe of the Gods terrify'4 by orum, terreti furiarum t. 3 

1 


the burning Torches of be dis ardeatibus. Sua-quem- 
195. Every man's own Fraud, que fraus, ſuum facinus, ſu- | 
his own Wickedneſs, his own um ſce lus, ſaa- audacia de -, =—= 
Villany, bis own deſperate Bold- ſanitate & mente deturhat; 

O Sw 1 02 „ | * 


" 
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= 


„ ⁰ Hop pos. tas +4 1 
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of Dis RSE 
27 bs,” ſut Ts | 
and differ'd not from the preſent Generation. 
gat Rome, but in having 


9 — — —_— 


els 8 abſ urd „ 


"x. 


AND if rennen Works como once 


{ deſerve, it will be found that 


88 read, as of all human Wri- / 
Sou" 


they no more tend to the Service of an 
Prof Purpoſe whatſoever, than the Wri- 
tings of the Fathers of the Charch (to whom 
the Laity' us'd to be refer'd to find what | 


* 


was not in them) do the Purpoſe of any 
N now N re the face 1 the carth. 


— 
2 


5 puts him beſides himſelf” 
and diſorders bis Thoughts : 
theſe are the Furys which tor- 
ment the Wicked, theſe the 
Flames, and theſe the Torches. 


Again he ſays, When you. 


barangue the People with mali- 


cious Eloquence, when you de · 
moliſh the Aouſes of Citizens, ' 
when with ſtones you pelt and 


drive the moſt worthy Senators 
from the Forum ;, when you ſet 
fire to your Neighbours Houſes, 
and burn Temples ; when you 
ftir up Slaves to Sedition, and 
diſturb the Celebration of Re- 


ligious Ordinances ; whea you 


no difference between your 
"Wife and your Siſter, and mat- 
ter not whoſe Bed you defile ; 
when you leudly revel, and 
outrageouſly debauch; then you 


ſuffer thoſe Tl orments which 


alone the Gods bave ordain'd 


he ſunt PRES 
he flammæ, be 8 


ra, Ed. Gran. p. 1557. 


380 
Tu cdm fariales.; in con- 
cionibus voces mittis, cm 
domos civium evertis, chm 
lapidibus _— viros Fo- 
ro pellis, cam ardentes fa- . 
ces in vicinorum tecta jac- 
tas, chm ædes ſacras in- 


flammas, chm ſervos con- 


citas, cam ſacra ludoſque 


| conturbas, chm uxorem ſo- 


po puniſhthe Wiekedueſs of Mev. 


roremque non diſcernis z 
cum quod ineas cubile non 
ſentis; chm baccharis, chm 
furis; tum das eas panas, 
que ſunt fole hominum ſce- 
Jeri à diis immortalibus con- 
Rituta. . p. 1623. 


9 ce 


— 


a more innocent and 
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Acbinns for the: reparation of -d 2 ge 
nothing. reaſonable hut = was jait.; 


Fortune in his pomer. 
Luc AN has rais'd a noble Monument, 


Curious of Fate, of , 
And fond to Lace n RAY 


of FanwTur NKI NG. 
) Ons of Pte has dane i 


9. 
s from Vazrieus PATERCULUS, 
* That be was « Man of ſo great Virtue, that 


Gefen „ 1 2 Pidare of it, and in every 
bis. Kobe yg 2 A. ba 
2. than to Men 


becauſe he could not dp ot 


being | free from all the Defetts Jul; 
And the inimitable 
not 
only to his Wiſdom and Virtue, but to his 
Free-Thinking. And I expect your thanks 
for giving it you in the T 
Ingeniou Author, as well as in the Original. 
On the occaſion of CAT O marching at 
the head of an Army through the Deſarts of 
Africa near the Temple of of Jo 

Mo N, the Poet fays,... 


il) 
+ HIS Hot (45 Croads are ad 
uture Good and Ill, © 


Stil; 
| 4 


* 


— hy * 


* Homo virtuti fimillimus, & per omnia Ingenio diis 
2 hominibus, propior, qui nuaquam-refte fecit, ut 
acere videretur, ſed quia aliter facere non poterat; cui- 
que id ſolum viſum eſt tationem habere, quod haberet 
juſtitiam omnibus humanis vitiis immunis, 9 fortu- 
nam in ſua poteſtate habuit, L. 2. c. 33. 5 


Orant, exploret Libycum memorata per ordem 
| amina, - 
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| Intreat their Leader to the Gods would go, © 


And from this Orath 2 4 2 #7 
Ber LAIENUuS Chitf the Finupht approvd, 
Ani thirs the common Suit to CA TO mov'd, 

Chance ind the Fortune f the way, be ſaid, 
Have brought 'To'v's"s ſacred Counfſels ts our 


This greateſt of the Gods,” thit mighty Chief, - 


In each Diſtreſs ſhall be ſart Ref; 


And teach the future Fvrtuner of the Wr. 
To thee, O Cato, Piow, Wiſe, ind Ju, 
W Derrers the tautiom Goas ſhall 
TT TE IT. ren 1 
To thee their fort- determin i Will al rel: 


- 


Their Will has been thy Law, and thos haff 


kept it well. 


Fate bids thee nom the noble Thought improve > 
Fate Wings thee here 19 meet und talk wth 


Jo VE. | | 
Inquire betimes what various Chance ſhall c 
To impious CESAR, and thy native Rome; 
Try to avert at leaſt thy Country's Doom. > 


n * * * n 3 * _— n tt. * . _ FI — * _ * — 4 


Eventus Labienus erat. Sors obſtulit, inquit, | 
Et fortuna vie, tam magni numinis ora. 


Conſiliumque Dei: tanto. duce poſſumus uti *-- 
Per Syrtes, bellique datos cognoſcere caſus. 
Nam cui crediderim Superos arca na daturos, 
Ditturoſque magis, quam ſanto vera Catoni 


Certè vita tibi ſemper directa ſupernas 


Ad leges, ſequet iſque Deum. Date ecce loquendi 
Cum Jove libertas: inquire im ut nefandi | 
Czlaris, & Patriæ yenturos excutg mores 3 - 


Jure 
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tk if th \ Arms 
eee 
12 "py Reg wich J<ved Knowle 


To 4 7 as! F 

wakds 

Le that toferres wit Met Tha; 

ae , 
woe owe perfe Rte to gaide 4 

all of rhe God hat drelr within his Bre 


bis ſecret Minit 
d . 


*4 


e which 


9 ſaltem virt . 3 — ; * > 
Quzre quid utis a mator 
ri ce ne e e Den. 


plenus, tacità 
Effudit di J Bem mente gereba 
e 2 — > 


Ut vita nihil, 28 _ 
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n 9 DISCOURSE. 
Or if tha World withall ts Forcer join, 
The antuirſa Malice of Mankind, © 
Can ſhake or hart the brave and honeſt dard 
ih 2 Virtue can her 2 maintain, 
hile Se feebly t ats and frowns in 
vain? 
F Good in lacy Specalations dwell, 
And barely be the Will of doing wel? | 
* If Right "be independent of Succeſs, 
And Conqueſt cannot make it more or 467 * 
Are theſe, "7 Friends, the Secrets you would 


know, 
. Thoſe Doabts * which to Oracles we. go Mb 
* Ii known, "tu plain, "tis all already told, 
N And Horned ANON can no more anfold + 3: 
| From God deriv'd, to God by Nature join d, 
We a the Diftates of bis mighty Mind. 
And tho the Prieſts are mute and Temples, ſtill, 
God never wants a Voice to. ſpeak bis Will : 
When firſt we from the z Womb were 
brought, 
With inborn Precepts then our Souls: were Þ © 
fraught, 
And then the Maker his new Creatures b. 
Then when he form d and gave us to be A, 
He gave us all our uſe 129 tits Then. 


| Canf 


; 
* 


ho. thee. ts A — 4 _ a i Sad. #6 ti. Me 


—B W * _— —. ——_ uw — 2 


An ent vis ulla boa? Fortunaque perdat 
Oppotita virtute minas? /Laudandaque velle _ 
Sit ſatis, & nunquam ſucceſſu creſcat honeſtum? 
Scimus, & hoc nobis non altius inſeret Ammon. 
Hrremus cuncti Superis, temploque tacente 
Nil facimus non ſponte Dei: nee vocibus ullis 
Numen eget + 3 * 8 auttor 


Quicquid 


. 3. X's, * 


r * 9 n nn W 


, A 


y IF. 
* 
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Canſt rhou believe the vaſt Eternal Mind, © 
Was e er to Syrts „„ Sands 4 _ . 
That he would chaſe this * 2 
Ground, 8 
To teath the this Inhabitants arvend, 
And leave his Truth in Wilds and Diſares 

drownd? © 
Ts there a place that God 1 1 
Beyond this Earth, the Seas, you Heaven 
And virtaous Minds, the noble Tr 
OVE®? 
wh ſeek we farther they ? © Bebold around, 
How all tho + ſeeſt does with the God aboand, 7 
Jo vx S alike in al, and always to be found! 
Let thoſe weak Minds that live in nen 

Fear, 
To juggling Prieſts one air; 
2 Fright "Death to 2 decreed, 
My fi d, my certain Soul f. Doubt * 

reed : 
The Coward * the Brave are lone to fal; 
And when Jo VR told this Truth, ried pr 
So ſpoke the Hero; and to keep his word, 
Nor een nor bis Oracle _ * 


don, 


* 


Quicquid ſcire licet: ſteriles nec legit arenas, 

Ut caneret paucis merſitque hoc pulvere verum: 

Eſtue Dei ſedgs, niſi terra, & pontus, & aer, 

Et cœlum, & virtus? Superos quid quærimus ultra ? 

Jupiter eft quodcunque vides, quocunque moveris, 
ortilegis egeant dubii, ſemperque futuris 

Caſibus ancipites: me non oracula.certum, 

Sed mors certa facit: pavido, fortique cadendum tc 


Si ille , 0 = 
Hoc ſatis 5 i pro P Serve 
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" Boo left the Croud at freecom. an 
2 Anſwers 4 the Priet . 


* on foor he treads the burning, Sand, 


wy his Arms in his am n Hand; 
anat her s weary N 
% in 4 lazy Chariot loll at uſe: i 


285 


The panting Soldier to his Tail acer, 
N. — r cample 4.4. 
Sparing or _ reſt be wakes, 
And at 1, Fan 2 his Thirſt tk dukes; 8 
Mhene er ſome living Stream is = 
He ftands =_— 2 the cooling Dranghts 60 
round, 


Stays till the Loſt and mraneſt Dy he af, . 
3 till his _ laves have drank, Caſe bs : 2 


7 true good Men deſerve immortal Fame, 
Virtae, 2955 diſtreſsd, be ſtill the . 7 
245 er our Fathers greaty ly dur d to do, 


Mhate'er they bravely bore and wiſely knew, 
Their Virtues all are bis, and 4 their ProjeC 
„ R * 
Mio 


An — NW "_ — 


8 gde templi diſcedit ab aris, 

Non exploratum populis Ammona 

Ipſe manu ſua pila gerens, præcedit anheli 
Militis ora pedes: monſtrat tolerare la bores, 
Non jubet: & nulla vehitur cervice . 
Car pentove ſedens. Somni parciſſimus ipſe eſt, 
Ultimus bauſtor aquæ. Cum tandem fonte reperte 
Indiga cogatur latices potare juyentus, | 
Stat, dum lixa bibat. Si veris magna paratur 
Fama bonis, & fi ſueceſſa nuda remoto ; 
Inſpicitur virtus, quiequid laudamus in ullo 
Majorum, tons fait; 3 * 


— . Neuen 

* 1 d » ner Yo. h V 7 J : * P Hor ey 7 o 2 1 in * , þ 2 Ty mY | | 7 * . 

Lak Fetal * * ART * * a "OF FONT ab * . : TL EE, * 9 "my * 4 1 n 2 i G 4 © mY 4 * 5 * L x x Pr { 
OY y : \ TO AI Le Wy, | * 3 N "Jy 1 1 ' : L 2 a 25 | 4 

| | | 1 


GE py 1 . 
CT, | , pv 
2 ﬀ - 


A 4 t ö 5 ©. * Ms. * 2 $+ It 
a * © . "A- # U f a , 5. 5 
„ y . * 3 be.” T2 . | , 4 "RF 
0 . ; % 7 * q 
— * 
a - 

= : - 

FakE ET EP IN 5 oY 

G. 147 '% 

- 8 

F, 

* 


Who er with Battels ortunately ” 
Who er with Kaus Blond * 


* 
This Triumph „ this on Lybid's utmoſt Bound, 


With em ge * 4's 7dr "Mw 
To all thy Glorys ney apes ., ; 7 14 
Thy Tropbys and thy third tri | 
To Maxinos mighty Name, . great 
Jugurthine Mar. 
His Country's Father here, o Rome, behold, 
"ay thy Temples, Prieſts, and Shriwves „ 
GG 
Her thou break thy lordly Maſter's Chain, 
; Liberty bc oer reſtor d again, 
thoa ſhalt place in thy Divine Aboaes, 
Swear" by his hob Name, and rank him with 
ghy'Goas. 


(10. 2 K wry * Morals | * 
are in moſt Exg s, and whoſe _ 
- Virtue and Nm wn 5 10 l has 

many Paſſages in "his Works which ſhow 
that he was a PFree-Thinker ; and par- — 
ticularly had a noble Notion of the Worſhip _ 
of the Gods : for which ſome of the modern 4 


ad. Be de ck. pr 
— — — — 


Quis tantum meruit a ; "i 
Hunc ego per Syrtes, Libyzque extrema triumphum ot 
Ducere maluerim, quam ter Capitola curru | 5 
Scandere Pompeii, quam frangere colla Jogurthe, | | 5 
Ecce parens verus patriz, digniſimus aris | | - a 
Roma tuis, per quem nunquam jurare pudebit, 

Et quem, ſi ſteteris unquam cervice ſoluta, _ 
Tuanc olim — Deum. — 


Luran, I. | 
EK Prieſthood 
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48 
Prieſthood would not only call a Man who 
ſhould talk ſo now a Free- Thinter, but aa 
Atheiſt. Says be, declaring how the Gods 
* are to be Worſhip'd, * Let ws forbid. any 
| one to light Lamps to. the Gods upon Sabbath- 
F- days, becauſe they want no Light, and Men are 
not pleasd with Soot, Let as forbid Men to 
orm any Morning- Devotions, or to fit at 
the doors of Temples. He worſhips Goa, who 
knows him. Let us forbid Men to carry any 
| Linen or Combs to JueiTER,.or bold 4 
| Looking-Glaſs to Ju No. God bas no need of 
| Miniſters or Servants, Why ſo? Becauſe he 
| himſelf ſerves Mankind; and is ready to affiſt 
$28 every body and every where. Would you render 
| the Gods propitious to you? Be 4 good Man. 
He honours them enough, who imitates them. 


an} LIKEWISE be ſays, + Superſtition i 
= a mad Error, It fears thoſe who are to be 
low'd, and it injures thoſe it worſbibs. 


Y 


| ; AGAIN, This Religions Man, like his- 
133 Religious Brethren the Stoiche, deny*d the 


* —— — — — — 
- —— * 
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* Accendere aliquem lucernam ſabbatis prohibeamus, 
quoniam nec dii lumine egent, & ne homines quidem fu- 
ligine delectantur. Vetemus ſalutationibus matutinis 
fungi & foribus aſſidere templorum. Deum colit, qui 

novit. Vetemus lintea & ſtrigiles Jovi ferre, & ſpecu- 
lum tenere Junoni. Non querit miniſtros Deus. Quid 
ni? Ipſe huma no generi miniſtrat: ubique & omnibus 
preſto eſt. Vis deos propitiare? Bonus eſto. Satis illos 
coluit, quiſquis imitatus eft, Epiſt. 95. 7 Set 
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t Superſtitio inſanus eſt error. Amandos timet, quos 
colit violat. Epiſt, 123. 
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ity. of the Soul. Tos ought, ſays 7 

he to Ma xc14,-in comforting her for '- ol 
death of her Son, ro think that he who is dead "ſp 
ſuffers, vo Evil... All that « feignd-toboſo © 
terrible in Hell, is but 4 Fable. We know well "= 
that the Dead are not ſubjet# to Darkneſs, nor 
Priſons, nor burning Rivers, nor to Naters f 
Forgetfalneſs, nor to any Tribunals. The Poets 
have pleas'd themſelves in feigning them, and "6 
have diſturbd us with vain Fears, Death 1 
| Puts an end to all our Miſery. Beyond tha, 
our Misfortunes go not. That places us in 
the ſame aaa in which we were before 
we were born, If one would | grieve for 

thoſe who are dead, he ought to grieve for thoſe 
who are not yet born. ol "'F 


_ T HIS. Freedom of SEN ECA Wã?s ſoo 
fir from l mag the ind Eee whlchabai - -- 
primitive Chriſtians had of his Learning and __— 
Virtue, that they thought ro do conſiderable. * 
Service to Chriſtianity, by forging a Corre- 9 
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ſpondence of + Letters: between St. P Auf 
* ita nullis defunctum malis affici. Illa qua nobis , | LS 
infercs faciunt terribiles fabulam eſſe. Nullas imminere 93 
mortuis tenebras, nec carcerem, nec -fluming flagrantia bs. 
igne, nec oblivionis amntem, nec tribunalia, Luſerunt iſta "8 
Poetæ & vanis nos agitavere terroribus. Mors omnium (4g: 
dolorum & ſolutio eſt & finis.: ultra quam mala noſtra -M 
non exeunt, quæ nos in illam tranquillitatem in qua an- 1 
requam naſcetemur jacuimus, reponit, Si mortuorum "I 
aliquis miſeretur, & non natorum miſereatur.  Conſ. 4 1 

| Marciam, C. 19. 1 8 l | 7 
| + Tet extant, and are printed in ſeveral of the old Edith 0 
of Seneca's Works, and very lately in Fabricius : Codex » 
Apocryphns Novi Teft. p. $92. © e bY} 
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Word'of God. to be the wiſeſt 9 
ſome of his Writings are part of Gos 2 


to us; in which f 1 gag la ſuch Inſtances of 
Free- I hiuting, that had he liv'd in our days, 
| and wrote in the ſame manner, he would 
| have been calummiated as an Atheiſt, unless 
he had recommended himſelf to the Paß 
© | by building of Churches. 


Ecel. 14, HE ſays, One Generation cafe. away, W 
5, 5, 7. 9. Another Geuorutium comerh : but the Earth 4. 
bideth for ever. The Sum alſo atifeth, and the” 
Sun goeth down, ani haſteth to its place where 
he arviſe. The Wind'goeth toward the South, and 
turneth about towards the North; it whirleth , 
about continually,” and the Wind returneth ap ain 
according to its circuits. All the Rivers run 
into the Sea, yet the Sea is mot full : unto the 
place from whence the Rivers come, thither 
they return again. The thing that hath been, 
it is that which-ſball be; and that which iu 
done, is 1 which ſpall be done : Lo there is. 
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Omnia mortal d W 8 

Ner ſe cognoſcunt terra vertentibus anni. * 

Exutz variant faciem per ſacula gentes.” © 

At manet incolumis mundus, feqer omi 
: fer a, . $4. 33H 
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Lem ſemper erit, an for er fuit idem. 
Now alium videre 222 2 mepotes © 
Aſpicient. Deus elt, qui non mut atur in 
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longs dies auget, minuitque ſe urch, 
ee motus puncto — carſuſque fariga:: 


AGAIN, Second, 1 ſaid in wy Bec. 


the Eſtate o 


heart concerns 
that Grad, mig 
might. ſee is. phe er are Beaſts. 
the which befdlleth Beaſts, even 4 thing $i 
leib them; as the one dieth, ſo dieth the other; 
yea, theybave all one Breat that u Mat 
e retry : for al 
Vanity. Al go lace, at are of the 
Daft, and RR > again. * Who 
knaweth that the Spirit of 4 Man gouth ap- 
wards, and that the Spirit of 4 Breſt goeth 
downwards to the Ry & * n I jen 
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4 DISCOURSE © 
that there is nothing better than that « Man © 
rejoice in bis own Works, for that is his Por- 
tian: for who ſhall bring bim to ſee what ſball 

be after him In another place he argues 
againſt a future State, and obviates the com- 
mon Argument for it, drawn from Car boxis 
malt, & me * ; 11 gr Is the 
Eccl. 7. Proſperity be joyful, bat in the day o 

14 2 — 1 God alſo hath ſet one * 
72225 the other, to the end that Man ſbould \ 


ud nothing after him. Laſtly, he ſays, The 
9. 5, 10. dead know not any thing, neither have they any 
more 4 Reward; and that there is no Work, 

nor Device, nor Knowledg, nor Wiſdom in 


the Grave.“ | 
(12.) THE 


4 


— 2 * =. 


n is poſſible the Reader who is fully perſuaded, as he has 

reaſem to be, of the Immortality of the Soul, pon the Aut ho- 

rity-of Jeſus Chrift, who has brought Immortality to light, 

n may be ſurprix d that ſo wiſe a Man as Solomon fhould deny 
fo important a Truth. Wherefore, far the Vindication of Solo- 

mon's —_ Knowledg in this Point, I obſerve, \ - | 

1ſt. That the Immortality of the Soul was no where plain in 

the Old Teſtament, was deny'd by the Sadducees; the moſt 

Philoſophical part of the Jewiſh Nation, and of wham their 
Magiſtrates principally conſiſted; was thought doubtful" by moſt 

Setts of the Grecian Philoſophers, and dem d by the Stoicks, 

4. the moſt Religious Set of. * rr 
them all ; had never, accor- Pherecydes Syrius (quod 

ding to Cicero, been afſerted literis exſtet) primùm dixit 

in writing by any Greek animos hominum eſſe ſem- 
Author extant in his time be- piternos. Tic. Queſt,” Edit. 

fore Pherecydes of the and Daviſii. p. 33. ; 
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Syrus; and was firſt taught — | 
by the Egyptians ; or, ac- * Herodotus, Edit. Gene- 
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bo coraing to our Learned Sir John we, p. 123. 
1 Marſham, vat their moſt + Chron, Canon. p. 217. 
1 noble Invention. No won - ay Sire | ts + 
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of FxEn-THINKING. 
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learned Education among ee. aud 
were bred. up in UVaiverſitys call'd: 


: 


and among other means to *-obtein the Pro- 
phetick Spirit, play'd. upon ' Muſick and drank 
Wine) were great Free-Thinkers, and have. 


— „ — I — — — 


der therefore, if Solomon Yeaſon'd like the Learned Men ef 


his own Country, and the more Learned Philoſophers of the *| a 


neighbouring Nations. | 4 SK, IN 

2dly. I obſerve, That the true Principles upon mbicb the Im. 
mortality of the Soul depends, are only to be fetch'd from the 
New Teftament.\ We lzarn in the Old Teftament, That 
Adam by eating the forbidden Fruit ſubjetied himſelf and all 
bis Pofterity to Death: But the New Teſtament teaches us 
to underſtand by Death, eternal Life in Miſery; and from 
thence we know, that God had but one way to put. Hankind in 4 
capacity of enjoying immortal Happineſs, viz. by ſending Jeſus 
Chrift into the World, who ( God and Man, and God"s Son, 
and the ſame numerical Being with that God whoſe. Son he was, 
and yet perſonally diſtin On bim) only could by bis Sufferings and 
Death give an infmite Satisfa#ion to an infinitely offended God, 
appeaſe bis Wrath, and thereby ſave the Elect.. Now' I would 
ak, how any Man without Revelition could know that Death 
ſignify'd eternal Life in Miſery ; or that Adam's Poſterity 
ſhould be liable to eternal Damnation for bis Tranſgreſſuon ; or 
bow without Revelation ſo wonderful à Scheme as t 
Scheme (which alone Jays the foundation - of | a happy Immorta-» 
lity) could enter into the wiſeſt Man's Imagination ? l 

In 8 ſacrificiis incipiebant hymni & chocez- 
in laudem numinis, propterea ut videtur, quod poſt hila- 
ritatem illam quam & vini hauſtu conceperant, aptiores 


- 


viderentur ſacro illi enthufiaſtng . percipiendo quo ſacra  _ 
illa effent peragenda. © Multis hc probari potetant, ni 
vidiſſem orationem potids eſſe conttahendam. Et vero 


cot poreis id genus auxiliis Judæos uſos eſſe conſtat ad 


concipiendum Spiritum Prophet icum. Sic Muſicam ad- 


N 


hibuit Eliſæus, cibum filit Eſavi, & vinum ſenior Iſaacus. 


Dodwell de Jure Laic. p. 39. 
| SENT written 


(ia) THE Prophers (who had the moſt 


\ Schools , 
the Prophets, where they learnt to prophey,, 
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A'DISCOURSE © | 
written with as great liberty againſt the e- 
Hi Religion of the Jews (which the Peo- 
look'd on as the Inſtitution of God him- - 
elf) as if they believ'd it was all Impoſ- 
ture; and with as great liberty =_— their 
Priefts and Prophets, as the Author of the 
Rights of the Cbriſtian Church has done. 
againſt the Priefts and Prophets of our ral. 


r. AS to the eſtabliſÞ'd Religion of the 
| Iſaiah 1. Jews, they ſay, To what purpoſe is the multi- 
| H—14 tude of your Sacrifices unto me, ſaith the Lord? 
| T am fal of Burnt-Offerings of Ram, and 
the Fat of fed Beaſts ; and I delight not in the 
Blood of Bulfocks, or of Lambs, or of He- 
9 Goats, When ye come to appear before me, 
1 who hath requir'd this at your hands, to tread 
5 m Courts ? Bring no more vain Oblations, + 
5 Incenſe is an abomination to me, the nem Moons 
; and Sabbaths, the calling of Aſſemblys I cannot 
away with, it is Iniquity, even the ſolemn 
Meeting,' "Your new Moons, and your appointed 
| Feaſts, my Soul hateth : they are 4 trouble to 
Ezek. 6. me, I am weary to bear them Jo what pur- 
20% poſe cometh Incenſe from Sheba ? And the 
| ſweet Cane from a far Country? Tour Burnt- | 
* Offerings are not acceptable, nor your Sacrifices 
| | ſweet unto me, Nay, God ſays plainly, I 
| 7. 22. ſpake not unto your Fathers, nor comman 
them in the day that 1 brought them out of the 
Land of Egypt, concerning Burnt-Offering s 
20. 25, and Sacrifice. gave them Statutes, ſaith 
the Lord, hat were not good, and Judgments 
| * : wherchy 
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1 f 
and your ' Ih 


—__ "me Barg. 0 brings,” 
them: either will I regard the Peace-Offerings- 
of your fat Beaſts. 
the noiſe of thy Songs, for 1 will mn gon . 
Melody oy TIT! N | 


2. 48 to the Prief INS bers, they 
ſay, The 1 and the L B hey 


ro 2 7 25 Noted op of 
Drink, i'ohey ep ip 


— the way thro pick > # 


Judge Ment.— —The Priefts ſa 2 28 3 
the Lord? Ani they that handle the Law, knew © 


me not: the 72 have 7 
me, ana the Prophet 


walked after things 25300 40 — 
DRE hin 


rale by chew means, and 


offit.——=T 


People love ro have 


it ſo. Fun the Prophet. er even unto = 


Then the ' 
14 


Prieſt every one aealerh” falſh. 
Lord ſaid unto me, The 
in my name ; 7 4 nor, 3 
commanded thew; ale ave wk 


they propheſy 


Tale thou 1 


fell, and he — | 


anto you 2 Viſion and Di- 


Ama 5 5. 
3 23. 


ings, 1 will not accepr* 


"3 


If, 27, 7. 


ſer. 28. 


£5 


2 and a thing of nought, and the De- 


cen of their Heart ——Both P and. 
Prieſt are 
Prophets of 
ana cauſed my 


Satmarit, they 'd in Baal, 
People Iſracl to err.——1 beve 


ſeen alſo in * Prophets id Jeruſalem an 2 . 
7 7 


profane. I have ſeen olly in the 
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in Lyes : they ſtrengthen alſo the hands of evil. 
— ja nar oth ang from bis Wakes 
neſs : they are all of them unto me 'as Sodom, 
— 3 thereof 4s Gomorrah, — 
Jer-23-15* From the Pr OE JF 
gone forth thro 
16. che Lordiof Ws —_— ＋ unto the 4 

the Prophets that propheſy unto you; t 
b. you . they ſpeak. 4 Viſion af their 
| on Heart, and not out of the Mouth 
| 20. Lord. have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet. 
tl ran; I baue not ſpoken. to them, yet they 
- 25, 26. propheſj d. They prope Lyes in my name, 
30. 324 they are Prophets of Deceit I am againſt 
27. 16, 17. the Prophets, ſaith the Lord, Hartes not 
to jour Prophets, for they propheſy 4 Lye] unto. 
you; but ſerve the Ring of Babylon——The: 


\ 


the Sins of her Prophets and Iniquity of 
ber Prieſts, 12 bave ſhed the Blood of the. 
Ezek. 13. Juſt in the midſt of her.——Propheſy againſt 
+ 12. 25, the Prophets. There ic 4 Conſpiracy of ben 

Prophets like a roaring Lion ravening the Prey: 


3 Treaſure and precious things: they have made 
1 28. many Widows. They have divined, ſaying; 

1 Thus ſaith the Lord, when the Lord he. not 
Hol. 6. 9. ſpoken. — As Troops of Robbers wait for « Man, 
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Micah 3. conſent; for they commit. Laydneſs. —The Prieſts 
1 teach for Hire, and the Prophets divine for 
Sn 105113756 1 m; 
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rible thing : they commit Adultery, and. walk, 


eruſalem Profaneneſs is 
the Land. Thus faith _ 


Lam-4-13- Enemy have entred the Gates of Jeruſalem, 
for uhe 


F they have devour'd Souls: they have taken the 


Jo the Company of Priefts murder in the way by _ 


of the 
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Mon ; yet will they lean the Lor and 


THESE areall EIT of Be 
Thinking, that had any Exglibmes talk d fo 
in our days, they would have had a place in 
Dr. SACHEVERELS. Th and in the Re- 
28 the Lower Hl 4 Convocation, 


| he Py aw, — and 
Atheiſm of the Nation. 1 MF : 
N Next to the Pr "OL T _ Jo- 
$SEPH Us, who is the moſt antient uninſpir d 
Evidence now remaining for the Authority 
of the Canon of the Old Teſtament. He 
was the moſt learned and polite Author the - 
ems ever had, and has wrote a "Hſtory of 
his Country, not much inferiour in Stile, Or- 
der; and Fer ſpicuity, to the beſt of — Gre- 
. cian or Roman Hiltorys ; inſomuch that in 
| him I have often wiſh'd he had had 
a better Subject, than ſuch an Mirerate, Bar- 


barons, and Ridiculous * People, i | 
NOW 
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* The abe Dr. South adnirakly welf 0 
Jews in part, when be ſays, They were all | 
along a croſs, odd, untoward fort of Peo- Sermons,vol.1. 
ple, and ſuch as God ſeems to have p. 339. 
eſpous d to himſelf upon the very fame | 
account that Socrates did Xantivpe, only for her extreme 
ill Conditions above all that he could poſſibly find, or 
pick out of that Sex; and ſo the ticteft both to exerciſe 
and declare his admirable Patience to the World. But 
our 4 and Learned Drs. Spencer — * have 


deſeribꝰ a them me af large. w__ the 15, 
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by che 
and ad- 
| diffed'to the, general Opinions of thy — 
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Nature fm the Jews 4 
kay all the other 3 
of. #he Earth r 4 \moroſe, ill- 


natur d, and infamouſſy ohſti- 


nate Temper. 


| barbarous and cruel People, — 


Nation, was 'oblig'd to make 


were, and 
Randing either tbe * 0 
this World or the other, 


Superſtitions and deſtitute -of 
almoſt all Literature, 


_— 


Natura gentem Hebræo- 
rum preter czteros orhis 
inoolas ingenjo moroſa, i 
ficili, & ad infamiam pſi 
pertinaci, finxit | 
aſperis & efferatis.— Gens 
ſuperſtitioſa & omni ene 
literatur deſtituta. 


| And be adds to Juftify God's Inſtitution of the Jowilh Les; 


Super flition is 4 flub- 
barn — eſpecially when by 
= 3 of Ignorance it 
eſh Barbarity and 


2 And therefore Gad, 


in dealing with this illiterate 
and exceedingly {uperſtitious po 


allswance for their Infirmity, 
and draw them to bimſelf 

a fort of Craft, and not FA 
Reaſon, For no Brite is more 
croſs-grain'd, or requires greater 
Cunning to manage, than the 


ſuperſtivious Brute, eſpecially if 
be be ignorant. 


The latter ſays, That from 
the Laws of the en 
Moſaick Oeconomy, or 


judg bow w ge and ft 
. fx 


Their 


| moſt — Legiſlator would ne- 
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., * Ubi magis à ſacerdotibus quam inter aras &delubra 
conducuntur ſtupra, trattantur lenocinia, adulteria me- 
ditantur? Frequentius denique in edituorum cellulis, 
quam in ipſis lupanaribus flagraris libido defungitur. Et 
tamen ante eos, diu regua tenuerunt, Allyrii, Medi, 
Perſe, Græci etiam, & Egyptii, cum Ponti & Ar- 
vales, & Salios, & Veſtales, & Augures non haberent. 
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